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' the radio.”

“and I were very close. As brother. and’

 BEWARE "My Brother FORBES

By J ESSIE BURNEAM

T remember vividly one Sunday while
Forbes and I were studying and the rest
‘of the family either resting or relaxing; a
religious programme “BRINGING CHRIST
TO THE NATION!” was on the radlo’ -The;v_
preacher _was :

indeed disturbing
Forbes told me to swit

I complied.

Mother a feW mmutes later querledo .
about the sudden halt m the rogramme
Forbes replied “Jessie

She us' d to Speak often about the 1mpor-
tance ‘of ‘;honesty and - the worth of good
charaeter :

Often espec1aIIv as he grew older I?
would catch ‘mother watching Forbes. Wxth‘
a worried eye. T knew she was concerned -
about him, about an: ‘apparent change gen-
erally.. ‘When he left for studies in
England; her fears.about the kmd of man
he was: becommd deepened

I couldn’t see it at the t1me Forbes

sister, we shared many, many good. tlmes,
and confldences I was not old enough to
understand - appreciate 'wha“n was
happenmg in hlS life and character

But I know n,ow-_,‘j |

on a string;

All this I have seen. But up to now, 'k
T must repeat I HAVE BEEN- SILENT.
After all, I told myself, he is my brother.

But L can be silent no longer.

For today, I dfear for my.country and
my people should my BROTHER become
PREMIER or PRIME MINISTER. It is from
this fear, this concern, that I “speak.

BEWARE, I say, “MY BROTHER,
FORBES.” His motto is, the personal
ends of power justify ANY means
used to achieve them. His bible"is
The Prince by Machiavelli. And we
the people should he come to power
will be only pawns in his endless
game of self-advancement.

Make no mistake about it, the

attraction of political life for Forbes "~

.is the attainment of the power and:

_the ‘glory. The number of times he
has ignored the offer of a coalition
supports this, And I know from per-
sonal experience what I am talking
about. .

It was not always so.

Forbes and I grew up in the
family home at 4, Pike Street, Kitty.
Our  father was head-teacher at the
Kitty Methodist School for 37 years
as well as a member of the Village
Council and ‘lay reader in t’he
Methodist Church for about 51 years.

Myself, Mother and Forbes
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A“I hwve wa,tched him_ wzth hts elever. wit and
charm | mampulate people l@ke pu])pets on. a
string’’

‘Our home life centered around my mother, whom
¥orbes adored. It was frequently said, by old family
friends. that Forbes began to change when mothér ‘passed
away. But as i look back now, the signs of his selfishness

- and boastfuiness now so fammar a part of his: personahty
- Wvere evident long before. ‘ :

“He was small for his-age. His schoolmates at Central
ngh School were so jeilous of his ability, that they took o
giving him daily whippings:; ‘Mother became concerned
about his health and he s.ha«ngéd to Queen’s College. '

i wna}v lemembez oneHunday ~afternoon,  when
Forbes was shaving my fafher I heard them both talking
about what he would be when he grow up.  He - told
daddy he - had six goals:—.

To win: the,* ercival E\mmtlon

To win thé Guiana Sch 1olalsh1p

o be Mayor of Georgetown.

o' be Chief J ustice of British Guiana.
To bethe first P1 ime Mlmster of Lhe West Inf*les
"‘efie*auon L :

2 Tek be ane M. mster of Bri ;

T G e

sh Guxana :
sked my father “Be .

. : Forbes.at Queen’
J astxce

“Magistrate"” reto_rted F orpe Forbes was. goihg abroad, for me, the

. youngest, ‘to become the breadwinner.

, I vecame a teacher at the Plaisance
. Methodist -School, - and later at the Bed-
... ford Methodist School. My - salary: . was
T4 - $20.00 a month to start. Eventually, I |

“much later. Each month, I would give all
‘my earnings to Mother, keeplnﬁ cut $10. 00
- for personal néeds. -

Every other ‘month, the farmiv would
: end $170 00 to- Forbes in. England “Help
out now, Mother told me, “and when
F orbes comes home, he’ll make it up to-
.- It is perhaps “an indication -of his
md;:fference to others that ~my
other -has never found ‘oceasion to' “help
out” or, for that matter to even e:mress
h s than ks: for the sacrlflces call” of - us

: ~ I don’t
aeam He

o my people te.. S He ¥ ‘as never
“MY ~BROTHER,: ing political -life.
ally to whom you

en- asked to. assist
me to-come to: a-decision -his answer “was
in’ hahf-anger “You have to make that
decision yourself ? But I 7

in -helping  my country receive 1ts inde-
pendenr*e, so. L lgnored his oppomtmvx

v father had -
- of .‘;,22 00 per
svnce-‘- :

s, i, o

‘earned  $i20.00 “a month, but this was




Hw motto is the perso;mi e zd s of powe?' j@wtzﬁ/
“any means wsed to achieve them”

Elections when my canvassers and I were cation. But things were never again
pl ing v_,strat_egy_ he walked into the sit- quite the same.

ting That his love for_personal power
P Are you all foohnc Jessie?” he asked ; is so great he will trade anything
my . associatés.” You know she can never to. achieve-it. That nothing is safe

win the ,,sgat-” no person, no liberty.. tnat stands-:

in his way.

he came over
‘elaborate mock-

arty leadershlp came

“one must. admit,

irick -Up~“£11e pieces? - Tt-is,
an intrighing question.
After the formal split in 1955, Forbes
“began visiting other countries on a fairly
*schedule. © 'What could have been

- Would he, .the  supposed na-"
tionalist, become the victimof his
pet phrase T will not sell my coun-
try for a mess of pottage” - . ¢
 Forbes made his formal bid for
power at the meeting of -the . Party’s
Generl Council 1mmed1ately after
“the 1953 elections. Up to that’ pomt
hecarefully masked any ambltlons to
-be leader.
Then, to the astonishraent of his
colleacues he demanded: the - post
of” Legislauve Leader as  the price
for his continued support. S
- “It’s . Leader or nothmg? he'
angrily shouted.
‘When I heard hlm I smﬂed 1t
“was so typical of my brother This
e was mdeed Lhe moment ‘of truth

trappin‘gs of 'pow*er,
egotism of the man. S

: L\rentga in a move mediated by
Ash nf"dase, Forbes backéd down &

ol acce.pte&"%}gle Ministry of  Edu- . -Swearing in Ceremony House of Assembly 1953
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It s ieader or fnothm

e SR The real motlve force behmd Mr Burn-

SR . ham’s assatlt was a desire to assert himse
in public life and establish a. more impor

tant and more rewarding position for.:

hlmself by brmgmg Dr. Jagan’s downfall.:.
.. (Wynn Parrys report) =

That is why I'say, in all smcerlty, ,:“BE-;._ '

WARE” MY BROTHER FORBES.”

Behlnd that Jest that charm, that ‘eass

oratory is a certain: dark strain of craeLv, -
which- only surfaces” when one of his - vital

mteljests is thleatened There ~ are two
Burhhams:

say. B’“WARL ot both

I do not want to see my country become -
.-a police state; where a power-hungry man’

. ~can sacrifice our : liberty for his personal
~ gain. Many men are selfish. Many men are

. cruel. Many men love power."The world can -

tolerate such men as individuals. But our
: beloved Jcountry - .cannot - tolerate
Cmen as L ADERS : ‘

T have said enough. I end with the hope . “ ‘

‘that it is not too late for me, for my. {riends,
and.most of all, for my- JUYANA

By speamng as I have I rlsk__ much ‘even,
perhaps, life ‘itself. For W 1"ve in Iawlees
‘ and dangerOLs

the chamung and the cruel I~

such

l-addressed the . Indian Parhament under Chairlggps p
‘Minister Nehru — 1954

I” he cmgmly sh

- said can save our Nworld' 1rom chaos then'v ‘
" any risk is worth taking. i A
© Om December 7 when vod mark your L

‘.‘-‘_‘ballot remember carefully What I have
. Sald and “BEWARE » o T, :

: Forbes and Cheddi after the. Suispension of
" the Constitutmn emplanmg for London to
present the P.P.P Case




“T read with some concern: in Flora’s letter of the’
attack I was ..supposed to ~have levelled atithe BG

Indians. Now let ine have a-copy of the- clipping by

Air Mail if possible. I fear no-one but I am not:going .

to antagonise a large section of the community .before

I am ready. If 1 find that the papers made out that I
attacked the Indians I shall take: up- ‘the ‘matter . with -
Moody nnmedlately and let him make a correction or

'apology In the first place my remarks were not meant
. to-be an attack and secondly they seem to have been
‘published without  my  ‘perniission, I feel" strongly

about: the Indian attitude but the. time has not. come

. 'yet for me to broadcast those feelings and muddy my.
“‘water, After all my sincerity and fire are and. I hope
< wrdll continue to be tempered with -discretion whxch dic-
“tates my strategy and’ tactxcs 2
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