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To Michael Forde, Who Lost His Life Defending Freedom House

(Written in 1964)

Death did not find you unprepared.
Death did not creep upon you unaware.

You strode with the package of death
Like a soldier; Like the hero you always were.

Your heroism began
Not on that dark Friday of death.
But on the day you understood
And became a revolutionary
To the depths of your soul
To the marrow of your bones.

No fear was in your eyes
No chill went through your body
When you took that death packet
And saved your comrades.

The parson who prayed
over your charred, torn body
was apologetic.
Those who murdered you
laughed
When your lacerated body passed by.
But we who love you are not apologetic.

We are proud that men like you
Are born from our struggle.
And we will still their laughter,
Yes, their laughter will be no more.
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