When I uet Lyle Stewart, publisher of 'The Indppendent' in the
lobby of the Hotel Riviera in Havana, Cuba his férst words after
the introduction were -"Jagamn? British Guiana? 1 seem to remember
something or other. Wasn't that the place where the British used
force to oust the progressive government?"

After that, he could remember little else about B.G., That is

how this article came about.

After the ezcitement of October 1953, when the British Governuent
forcibly ejected our democratically elected governument frow office, aft¢

only 4% months, the world press and world opinion forgot us. That is
#dpected as Eritish Guiana is such a little piece of the world.

gittated on the northem part of South America, between Venezuela
and Dutch Guiana and bordered to the south by Braiil, British Guiana
with an area of 83,000 square miles contal ns dittle over a half
million inhabitants. Yet it is an important ‘area as far as its
geographic position and its strategic mineral resourcls.

While tho Britiah were busily and effieiently uiplns ont
democratic governuent in British Guiana. Mr¢ Batista was sentencing
Fidel castro to imprisonment, in Octobgr.1953. Shortiy after that
we saw tho colxppao of the democratic-gove:nment in Guatemala. The
Caritbean waa becoming an important ceantre of activity!l

The troops and the battlashipS'lrrived in B.G. Our lecaders werrs
charged for various offences, some_were iuprisoned and the police he
a 'fie}d' ‘day raiding our homds /and trailing us about., More import
an "Interim' Xmxx or puppet governqent of persons nominated by the
Governor'had been establisied In the Legislature and as Miuisters
and adviaers to the Governgrys. The Colonial Office started some he
spending in B .G. to woo the population away from the popular
Paple's Progressive Party, uhich had won the majority of seats ir
the 1953 elections.

Afte:¢jail, we were Trestricted to the boundaries of the d ty
80, witﬁbnt freedomof movement, it was expected that our polit
contacts\and influénte would diminish , But the trump card, a:
one that! ‘had always worked the best, was the intrigue of divid
and ruling. They succeeded ag:in in B.G. and finally weakend
multinraﬁial PPP by driving a wedge cetween the solidarity of
1eadgrsh1! oft Burnmham and Jagan. This solidarity weant much.

B oG, = the“first close alliance of Negro and East Iudiam, wl
com ose’ thq major racial groups of the country, When this

alliaﬁco"as broken in 1955, racial auntagonisms rose for the first

time since the P.P.P., was founded in 1950.
Bacause of the svlit in the P.P.P. and the believed wea.eni

‘of “the left, the Colomial Office annunced that elections wouid b
held in August 1957 - after four years of puppet rule.

real;ng confident of a P.P.P, failure after jerrymaandering t



constituencies and further strengtnened by the corrupt press which
forecast less than three seats for the P.P.P., Governament officials

were in for a shock winen the P,P.P, came out with a majord ty of nine
out 14 seats, Burnham's party gaining only three seats with two other

parties winning one seat each, The Party Leader, Dr. Cheddi Jagan
received in his constituency wore votes than the five non-P.P.P,.
winners, indicating more forcibly than any other example how unfair the

distribution of constituencies had been.
The constitution under which the newly elected majority party was

to work was an ille-defined and 'flexible®' document, allowiug the

- Governor extraordinary pouers to determindmg, up to & limited aumber,
the persons he co 1d nominate to the Legislative Coundil™in addition
to placing three of his officials there as voting amelibers.

From 1957 to the present date the P.P.P. Majorily party has been
fighting a difficult battle. It has been faced..ith the task of trying
to impro ve conditions in an impovericshed and umndeveloped colony under
a hybrid system which gives its ministers some power, but not enoughe.

The task of a progressive party working under a colonial const.tu: iom and
not allowing itself to cecome stooges, as &0 many have, and yet not

being sufficientily radical to allow the Coleonial Office to oust it

again is indeed walkigg a tight rope.

The Party's uain stand has been ohe ofseeking independence fom
the country and to this task it has @evoted 1ts full atteation. The
Party has met much hostility on thig stand from the press and counservative
political grousss As crazy as it may sound, one can read in the da ly
press in Georgetown constant ploiit of people who want to remain under
the Union Jack and the oft repcated phrase -"We are not ready for
independence®s The three daily newspapers carry a dgy by day crusade
against independence, against the P.P.P. and ag:inst any pro.ressive
it may advocate.

A Five Year Development ‘Plan which began in Jaanuary 1960 gives an
indication of the P.P.P.*s intentions for the developmeat of the country.
wxikxz This plan does dei have the full approval of  he Majority Partyfor
two reasons. First,.in the preparation of the Plan, Dr. Jagan asked far
an economic expert of his choice to guide in the preparation of the plan
Each name he put up was rejected as being too radical. gventually the
Colonial Office-sent out a Cambridge economist. Seondly, the Plan is
not as largp as i1s necessary for the development of tne country at this
stage. lhoa Dr. Jagan went to London for talks on the financlng of the
Plan, he was told that it could not be enlarged, Quite a controversy
raged when he indicated that he would have to seek loans for his coun1
outside the usual areas, if necessary.

The 1960-64 Development Programme places great emphasis on agric
development and fairly large sums will be spent on land settlement,

draingge and irrigation works and agricult ral expansiom. By laying
greater stress on economic rather than social development, the Majo:
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