
When I et Lyle Stewart, publisher of 'The Independent' in the

lobby of the Hotel Riviera in Havana, Cuba his first words after

the introduction were -"Jagari? British Guiana? I seem to remember
something or other. Wasn't that the place where the British used

force to oest the proeressive government?"

After that, he could remember little else about E.G. That is

how this article came about.

After the excitement of October 1953, when the British Government

forcibly ejected our deeocratically elected government from office, aft(

only 41 monuhs, the world press and world opinion forgot us. That is
idpected as British Guiana is such a little piece of the world.

Siliated on the eorthen p-rt of South America, between Venezuela

and Dutch Guiana and bordered to the south by Brazil, British Guiana
with an area of 83,000 square wiles contains little over a half
million inhabitants. Yet it is an important area as far as its
geographic position and is strategic mineral resources.

While the British were busily and efficiently wi irig out

democratic govere_ent in British Guiana, Mr. Batista was sentencing
Fidel Castro to imprisonment, in October 1953. Shortiy after that
we saw the coligpse of the democratic goveiament in Geatemala. The
Carineean was becoming an important centre of activity!

The troops and the battleships arrived in L.G. Our leaders wer(
charged for various offences, some were imprisoned and theepelice hE
a 'field' 

day 
raiding our homes and trailing us about. More import

an 'Interim' gxxx or puppet govere-ent of persons nominated by the
Governor had been establiseed in the begislatare and as Ministers
and advisers to the Governor. The Colonial Office etarted some in
spending in 13 .G. to woo the population away from the popular
pe,ple's Progressive Party, which had won the majority of sate it
the 1953 elections.

After jail, we were restricted to tee boundaries of theedLty
so, withOut freedom of movement, it was exoected that our polit

contacts' and influence would diminith • But the trump card, ar
one that had always worked the beet, was the intrigue of divid
and ruling. They succeeded ag,in in B.G. and finally weakend

multi-racial PPP by driving a wedge :, etween the solidarity of
leadersnie of Burnham and jagan. This solidarity _cant much

B .G. - the first close alliance of Negro and East Iedian, el

cem ose • the major racial groups of the country. When this

alliance was broken in 1955, racial antagonisms rose for the first

time eince the P.P.P. was founded in 1950.

Because of the s . lit in the P.P.P. and the believed weaeeni

of the left, the Colonial Office annunced that elections wo,ed b
held in August 1957 - after for years of puppet rule.

peeling confident of a P.P.P. failure after jerrymandering t



coastituecies aad furthr strengthened by the corrupt press which

forecaat less than three seats for the P.P.P.. Goverament officials

were in for a shock wnen the P.P.P. came out with a majon ty of nine

out 14 seats, Burnham's party gaining oilay three seats with two other

parties winning one seat each. The Party Leader, Dr. Cheddi J an

reneived in his constituency .ure votes than the five non-P .P.P.

winners, indicating aore forcibly than any other example how unfair tbe

distribution of coastituencies had been.

The constitution under which the aewly elected majority party was

10 work aas an ill-defined and 'flexible' document, aliowiag the

Governor extraordinary po,ers to determinims, up to a limited number,

t he persons he co id nominate to the Leaisi tive Council in addition

to nlacing three of his officials there as voting members.

From 19'17 to the piesent date the P P P Majority party has been

fighting a difficult battle. It has been faced ith the task of trying

to improve conditions in aa impoverished and undeveloped colony under

a hybrid system which gives its ministers some power, but not enough.
The task of a proaresaive party working under a colonial coast tu, ion and

not allowing itself to become stooges, as so many have, and yet not

being sufficieraly radical to allow the Colonial Office to oust it

again is indeed walkigg a tight rope.

The Party's .ain stand has been one ofseeking independence forb

the country and to this task it has devoted its full attention. The

Party has ,met •uch hostility on this stand from the press and conservative

political grou s. As crazy as it may sound, one can read in the dai ly

press in Georgetown constant pleass of people ho want to remain und-r

the Union. Jack and the oft repeated phrase -"We are not ready for

independeace i . The three daily newspapers carry a dgy by day crusade

against independeace, against the P.P.P. and against any pro,res'Live

it y advocate.

A Five Tear Development Plan which began in January 1960 gives an

indication of the P.P.P.'s intentions for the development of the country.

sxikx This plan does aut nave the fall approval of he Majority Partyfor

two reasons. First, in the preparation of the Plan, Dr. Jaaan asked fer

an economic ex crt of his choice to guide in the preparation of the plan

Each name he put up was rejected as being too radical. Eveatually the

Colonial Office sent out a Cambridge economist. Seondly, tae Plan is

not as large as is necessary for the developmeat of t.e country at this

stage. When Dr. Jaaan went to London for talks on the fiaancing of th(

Plan, he was told that it could not be enlaraed. Quite a controversy

raged when he indicated that he woad have to Leek loans for his count
outside the usual areas, if aecesaary.

The 1960-64 Developmeat Prograa.e places great emphasis on agric

development and fairly large sums will be soent on land settlement,

draiaage and irrigation works and agricult ral excansion. By laying
greater stresa .

 on ecoaoaic rather than social development, the Majol



Party has expressed its disapproval uf Lae aatioaal bribery 

of the former development prograame of the Interia Gove_naent 

which spent large sums in the social sector, while aeglecting 

the obvious hecessity 	bull 	heeconomic health of the 

coontryxxxaxxwwkximaxxiawyikaxxatiexatxtxxwmuT 

In Yarch this year a delegation fiaali the Legislative Couacil 

and iacluding the Governor and his officials held talas in London 

with the Secretary of State for the Colonies on the question of 

constitutional changes. The .qtjority Paity aeabers deaaaded 

ii epende_ce „hile Mr. burnham and his associate asaed for a 

limited form of indeeadeace - internal self goveraaent. The 
cad result of a conference that threateaed to bre k down on amy 

occasions was the acdeptance of the priaciple of indepeadeace for b.G 

ty Britain asd the agree-ent that a new constitution giving 

greater responsibilities to the el,cted govelaeent would come 

into effect with the aat general el,ctions in August 1961. If 

the aajority of the Legislature agree to independence, negotiations 

for the final step will begin in 1963. 

At the present aomeat, there are concerted efforts being 

made by all the forces op osed to the Peoples Progressive Party 

to get together in order to form a single, strong opposition to 

fight the ppp in the eext elections. Our battle has always been 

a hard ohe and there can be no doubt that the next general elections 

will be a tough fight. _._._. However, the P P P, being a aass party built 

on the sup ort of workers and farmers, is still tieped to win. We 

will work for its victory in order to cairy the country forwa-d to 

the list step to iade eadeace aad the vital caaages eeded to tr,.isfoi 

this wagnificent country into a place *neve its peo:le ca 4 live ia 

peace and plenty. 






