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Fellow Guianese, 

I speak to you today with a heavy heart.. This is a sad 
period for all of us, but for none is it sadder than for me. 
Everything I have striven for now hangs in the balance. First 
of all Independence has been withheld. For twenty long years , 
I have laboured to free our land of slavery and indenture and 
oppression from foreign yoke. But freedom is withheld and the 
imperial power in the country daily grows stronger and more 
powerful. 

Secondly, all my efforts to establish a national concensus 
and to achieve an independence constitution acceptable to all of 
us have been frustratad by foreign intrigue and the naked self. 
interest and intransigence of the opposition leaders. 

Thirdly, factional strife strides the land and our 
national movement lies divided and weak. For many yearsl-while 
others spent their tithe and leisure in the pursuit of wealth 
or pleasure and frivolity, I trod every nook and cranny of our 
wide country preaching the gospel of nationalism and freedom, 
and seeking to infuse into our diverse groups a Guyanese 
consciousness which would transcend the bonds of race and creed. 
With the advent of the P.P.P. the old racial organisations 
withered away and disappeared. Today they creep stealthily into 
life again in the wake of Proportional Representation, nourished 
and sustained by American old. And my hopes for national unity 
have been cast into the dust. 

The story of the split in our national movement is well-
known. Coming into existence in the post-war years, our 
national movement r cached its high-water mark in a people's 
victory at the elections of 1953. But democracy is not sacred 
to those whose privileges are threatened and so we were thrown 
out of office and the Constitution suspended. The months that 
followed were a period of testing. Our people were subjected to 
intimidation, brainwashing and bribery. Personal ambitions 
together with these pressures and allurements brought about a 
split in our united movement in 1955. It was this 	_ 	more 
than anything else which is responsible for the present factional 
Strife. Needless to 	the Robertson Commission appointed in 
1954 to whitewash to rape of thePonstitution played a major role 
in ti-e work of disruption and in sowing the seeds of suspicion 
and racial strive among you intbe interest of the imperial power. 

I saw the danger of the split, and tried in-1957 and 1961 
to achieve a united front. Since the elections of 1961 I have 
made renewed efforts to the leaders of the P.M. A few months 
agd I requested the assistance of the Government of Ghana. But 
all these efforts were-  fruitless. I made concession after 
concession to no avail. The vision of the leaders of the P.N.C. 
was 0 ouded by their own conceit and their personal ambitions 
and they were indifferent to the national interest. 

In the meantime, the normal stresses and strains in the 
body politic have in the historical and political circumstances 
of our country led to an intensification of racial animosities. 
This strife is of course deliberately fostered by those who 
stand to gain by it. In tha present strike in the sugar industry 
the Sugar producers' Association resorted to the employment of 
-S-cabs. The employment of scabs to break the strike has inevitably 
led to disturbances 	The majority of workers in the sugar 
industry are Indo-C4iamese, and many, but by no means all, of the 
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of all the people recruited by the S.P.A. to break the strike 
were Aro-Guianese. Hence an essentially trade union dispute 
has g€hered around it racial overtones. Attacks on scabS 
have led to counter attacks and reprisals. Besides, the flame 
is fanned by sections of the press and other information media 
owned and controlled by minority groaps who derive political 
advantage by the strife between the two major sections of the 
population. 

I wish to say here that I am corn erned at the way 
sections of the press are deliberately fermenting racial strife 
and inciting violence. Cartoons, banrir headlines, gimmicks of 

Lusedth every kind, distorions,,fabri,cations tmd deliberate incLt.eiaets are 
bring bhis campaign is also carried abroad. For instaie, tt'e 
about Mc Carthyite AlP News recently carried the vicious lie that I 
racial said that "The more black men you kill, the better for all or.' 
hatred you". Such lies and seditious statements are the stock in trade 
and vio of a certin group. I warn that the State cannot permit anyone 
lence. to promote disffe.ction between the various sections of the 
Unfor- community and incitements to violence. 
tunately 

As head of the Government of the country, I wish to 
appeal, for an end to racial strife. Racial, antagonism is not 
deeply rooted in this country. But it can ea1l.y bcome so if 
it is not promptly Temoved. since, 1t8 upsurge in 1955 and 
particularly since -1962 it has become more and more bitter each 
year. Let us resolve to bring it to an end today; tomorrow 
may be too late. We have many grave problems in this country. 
We cannot begin to solve them if we spend our time and energies 
in fractricidal, strife. Our bst laid plans for economic and 
social development Will be of little c:) oquetice if we aDntinue 
divided and arrayed into warring factions. 

The recent upsurge of violence, ht hertoThonfined to 
West Demerara, has now spread elsethere. The Police have up 
to the last day or two been able tocontainthe situation. Two 
days ago, however, they reported that they might not be able. to 
do this and 	reqested that the military should be brought In to 
the aid of the Civil Power. My Coll egaues and I in tLi6 	..triCil 
of Ministers accepted this advice and we accordingly advised 
Hi Excellency the Governor to decl.ae  a state of emergency and 
call in the military tossist the Police. 

I think it is appropriate to observe here 'hat it is 
unfortunate that a Guyanese Defence and Internal Security Force 
for which the Legislature gave its approval in 1962 is not 
available for such emergencies. I trust that Her Majesty's 
Government will, now see the necessity of advising that the 
Defence Bil.',1962, be assented to. 

I realize however, that 'a mere call for peace and the 
declration of an Emergency wilT not bring peace. We must get 
to the root causes of our troubles. The immediate cause of the 
presco.t unrest is the demand by the sugar workers for the 
recognition of the union of their choice as their bargaining 

agentP That is to say, it is the basic question of trade union 
recogiition. 

This problem of recognition has a long history. In 1948 
sugar workers went on a protracted four-month strike with tragic 
loss o±'. ife but they did not achieve their aim of recognition 
for the 	iori of their choice. Iff 1.951 and  1952  thexe were more 
strik 	and in AugustSeptember 1953 there was a colony-wide 
one-moth strike. In 1953, the United Trade Union moveiint 
backed tho then Guiana Industrial Workers Union (G.I.W.U.) in 
a token four-hour sympathy strike on September 24. Even that 
fa,  led to achieve the workers!  objctive. Attempts at legisla-
tion to provide for a pol.l both in 1953 and  1963  also failed. 
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These things can hardly be conducive to peace and progress in 
the sugar belt. The same politicians and trade unionists who 
sponsored and supp3rtedthe attempted enactment of the Labour 
Relations Bill in 193  led the opposition to it in 1963.  Last 
year the T.U.C. stated that it was not opposed to a poll, but 
rather to legislation which would permit the Government to set 
up such machinery as would allegedly destroy the trade union 
movement, One finds als: that foreign trade unionists and inter-
nationaT and regiOnal trade union groupings who support the 
principle of a poll, reject it in British Guiana. 

The sugar workers ar obviously frustrated. On three 
successive occasions they helped to put in office a Government 
with a clearly stated policy. On each occasion they have been 
promised 'that legislation will be introduced to permit a poll. 
If the elected Government is prevented by unconstitutional, means 
from fulfilling its promises, and if t1m TUC and vested interests 
are not prepared to accept the recognised pxinciples of freedom 
of association and the workers' right of collective bargaining 
by unions of their choice, then I ask you, what is the alternative 
,eft to these workers? 

Let us-not forget, too, that twicebb'eore in 1962 and 1963s 
those who pay lip service to d'riocracy abandoned the legislature 
took to the streets, undermined law and authority, and for these 
unconstitutional, activities have been recompensed bv the British 
Government. Their illegal and unconstitutional activities yielded 
them rich rewards. 

I say to ensure peace in the sugar industry the basic 
question of recognition must be solved. Let's hope-that the 
3-marl Committee appointed by the Government will, help to find 
a solution to this long drawn-out problem, 

the political and constitutional question must 
also be solved. A Constitution has been. imposed ont he country 
that is not acceptable certainly to half, and probably to the 
great majority, of the people. A ConstitutiOn spc'ially designed 
to bring about the defeat of a particular political party and to 
satisfy the demand of a foreign power cannot provide a frame-
work for peace and orderly development. If you have any doubt 
about the intrigue, gerrymandering and' manipulation carried on 
to bring about the defeat of the People's Progressive party, 
read Mr. R,B.O,Hart who is openly opposed to my party and my 
Government. If you discount American interference and pressure 
road Mr. lain McLeod, former Secretary of State for thQo1onies, 
Mr. John Hatch of the British Labour Party and the American 
journalist, Mr. Drew Pearson - none of them partisans of the 
P.P.P. and of my Government. 

At the last COrtitutiona1 Conference, the British 
Governrrient rejected all, the proposals of this Government and 
capitulated entirely toths opposition and their friends, the 
Anieri:.ns, British Guiana is being acrificed to American 
hyste:L. Writing in the New Statesman Dn 26th April-.,196k
Mr. Joi- ri Hatch stated: 

'Meanwhile, frightened that Jagan was potentially 
.nother Castro, the Americans moved in to help 
the trade union opposition to his government 
Lhrough the American Institute of Free Labour 
vel.opment and the political opposition through the 

C 31.A. 	Goaded by their hysterical feelings 
':owards Cuba, the Americans decided that British 
i,iana could become a beach-head for Castro 

u-ipanision. The success of their policy depended 
(i British support. Burnham and his Peop e s 
National Congress joined with D'Aguiãr's small party 
in demanding a system of proportional representation. 
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They hoped the result ould be to fragment the 
P.F.P. through the growth of Hindu, Moslem and 
similar communal partie$. Duncan Sandys, by 
accepting this system 'act October, put the 
weight of the British  goerrment behind the 
opposition to Jagan. Tacitly he supported 
American policy in holding out to Burnham a 
hop6 that he could form a government refusing 
coalition with Jagan." 

In capitulating to the opposition, Mr. Saridys even 
sacrificed solemn pl.eTdges and commitments made by his predecessor 
Mr. lain McLeod, in 1960 0  when propoitional representation was 
broIght up and rejected as - d rotten, abominable system.' You 
will, reca'" that after the 1960 Conference, which,we were told, 
had settled all matters of substance save that of Independence 
there was no quarrel by the opposition about the outcome of the 
Conference. Inded no one made proportional representation 
an issue at the 1961 elections. And t 	main opposition party 
c'early stated that whichever party won the elections would be 
leadiflg the country to independence. It went sO far as to name 
May 31,  1962,as  Independence Day. But, having lost the 
elections, the opposition used the Budget in 1962 and the Labour 
Relations Bill, in 1963,  as excuses to foment disturbances aimed 
at overthrowing the Government and preventing independence. 

given 
The excuse/by the opposition for these disturbances was 

lack of consultation. If this quetion of consultation was the 
main bone of contention, then surely it was not beyond the 
ingenuity of the British Government  to find a solution. They 
have shown how fertile their minds caft be to devise schemes 
to destroy my party and me. After all., my Government had 
proposed the setting up of all kinds of machinery for c':'risulta-
tions.Indeed, it went further and sur)gestedthorecomposition 
of the Upper House. immediately"on the basis of parity for 
Governmetit and Opposition and later by elections under pro-
portional. representation, My GOvernment also made several, 
proposals which were aiiied at placating imagined fears both 
here and abroad, These were all rejected. 

I have already  toThd you of my efforts to achieve a 
common front with the opposition in 1957 and  1961.  I also 
explored ever-7 possibility of achieving an acceptabl.e consti-
tution for an independent Guiana. As you know, I requested 
the assistance of the Governmentof Ghana. And, as the Ghana 
Mission will. no doubt some time disclose, I was prepared to 
make concessions which many reprsentatives of African States 
at the United Nations frankly told me were inde'd very generous. 
An attempt is now being made regionally, through the good 
offices of the Prime' Minister of Trinidad aid Tobago supported 
by other Caribbean leaders, to resolve t he deadlock. 

There are some who criticize me for approaching the United 
Nations, other Commonvea1th countries and progressive Afro-
As ian states. They claim that a solution must be found at home. 
I do not deny that a solution must be found at home. But it is 
naive to regard this a§ a mere domestic matter. For assured 0 f 
the backing of powerful reactionary forces abroad the opposi-
tion refuses to compromise.' The reactionary forces must be 
exposed everywhere. I will, go anywhere, I  will see anyone to 
achieve unity and to get peace in Guiana. I concede that we - 
Government and the Opposition - must come to terms, but there 
must be a genuine desire on both sides to reach agreement. 
Unfortunately, no compromise will be 'reached so long as there 
is outside interference and it is believed that the Government 
and its supporters are expendable. 

In the political ard constitutional field therefore as 
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in the industrial, we must remove the root causes if there is 
to be achieved real and lasting peace. 

by 
I should like to conclude/asSuring you, Fellow Guyanese, 

that I am making every effort to help resolve the problems of 
our unhacpy country. But I can only succeed if there is co-
operation and d spirit of compromise on all sides. This is 
unfortunately lacking. I an willing to consider any suggestion 
from any grdup or individual which will result in a solution 
of our problems, particularly the important political and 
constitutional problem. This is a matter not only for us 
politicians but for aTl of you. We are all int he frontline. 
Now is the timdfor all men of goodwill to come forward and 
help solve these problems so that permanent peace and harmony 
can be established in our strife-torn and unhappy country. 

Nadira
CJ




