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Fellow Guianese,

I speek to you today with a heavy heart,  This is a sad
period for all of us, but for none is 1t sadder than for me.
Everjthing I have striven for now hangs in the balance., First
of all Independence has been withheld. For twenty long years ,
I have laboured to free our land of slavery and indenture and
oppression from foreign yoke. But freedom is withheld and the
Imperial power in the country dally grows stronger and more
powerful,

Sew ndly, all my efforts to establish a national concensus
and to. achieve an independence constitution acceptable to 211 of
us have been frustrat=d by foreign intrigue and the naked selfs
interest and intransigence of the opposifion leaders.

Third 'y, fdctional strife strides the land and our
national movement lies divided and weak., For.many years, while
others spent their tide and leisure in the pursuit of wealth
or pleasure and frivolity, I trod every nodok and cranny of our
wide country preaching the gospel of nationalism and freedom,
and seeking to infuse into our diverse groups a Guyanese
consclousness which would transcend the bonds of race and creed.
With the advent of the P.P,P., the 0ld racial organisations
Wwithered away and disappeared. Today they crecep stealthily into
1ife agein in the wake of FProportional Reprcsentation, nourished
and sustained by American go0ld. And my hopes for national unity
have been cast into the dust. '

The story of the split in our national movement is well-
known. Coming into existence in the post-war years, our

~national movement r eached its high-water mark in a people's

victory at the elections of 1953, But democracy is not sacred

tc those whose privileges are threatened and so we were thrown
out of office and the Constitution suspended. The months that
followed were a period of testing. Our people were subjected to
intimidation, brainwashing and bribery. Personal ambitions
together with these pressures and allurements brought about a
split in our united movement in 1955. It was this . = more
than anything else which 1s responsible for the present factlonal
strife., Needless to 3y, the Robertson Commission appointed in
195l to whitewash tic rape of thefonstitution played a major role
in the work of disruption and in sowing the seeds of suspicion
and racial strife among you inthe interest of the imperial power.

I saw the danger of the split, and tried in~1957 and 1961
to achieve a united front, Since the elections of 1961 I have
made renewed efforts to the leaders of the P,N.C., A few months
agd I requested the assistance of the Government of Ghana, But
all these efforts weré fruitless, I made concession after
concession to no avail, . The vision of the leaders of the P.N,C.

-was ¢l ouded by their own conceit and thelr personal ambitions

and they were indifferent to the national interest.

"In t he meantime, the normal stresses and strains in the
body politic have in the historical and political circumstances
of our country led to an intensification of racial animosities.
This strife 1s of course deliberately fostered by those who
stand to gain by it, In tlke present strike in the sugar industry
the Sugar Producers! Agsociation resorted to the employment of
Scabs., The employment of scabs to break the strike has inevitably
led to disturbances, The majority of workers in the sugar
industry are Indo-Guisnese, and many, but by no means all, of the

/people sess












Copyright © Nadira Jagan-Brancier 2000


Nadira
CJ




