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Last week I attended the an- 

# - Council an listened 
uual the Trades 

the guest speaker, Mr. L.F.S 
Our hani. Asido from Irrete-

and -glib phrases he 
dea11Øtt1 two main quts 

- prQthtCt1VLtY and trade 
anil po11t1cL' 

Burnbai has now apparent.-
*y forgotten all he learned 
about Maaiin and 9ei'Iii 
an( the extraction of tiirplus 
value rOm the working class. 
liarimtd of preparing lh vrk-
era for b*ttle against the 
citadel o1,pRal , he now ad- 

them work harder and 
- 

produce  more. Increased pro-

4 ductivity is the way out, be 
urged. 

Every -choo] boy knows 
owever, that  all this  talk 

shout productiiy is only to 
., strengthen the hand of the 

mpEiIiSts. Increased pro-
uctlyity can only mean 

greater profits for the mx 
perialists who dominate our  
ecotpomy w'th their company 
dominated unionsTheir pup-
pet government refuses to al-
low polls to determine the 
question of union recognition 
for the purpose of collective 
baraining it -also refuses to 
enact ptininxun wages to pro-
tct the weak and poorly or- 
ganised trade upions. When 
the TUC demanded the enact-
ment of a - - miniuxun wage, It 
was told that the trade unions 
must not expect the govern-
ment to fight their-battle they 
must do so themselves. 

-  

politics what he means really 
is political affiliation. What he 
would like is for the trade un-
ion movement to become part 
and parcel of the PNC. 
Is for the trade union move- 

When we speak of politics, 
we meaà political economy. 
The !ore1ners obvlusly do 
not like to hear talk about 
ideology and imperialism. 

They would live  to see the 
workers stuggle within the 
narrow range of wages and 
Working conditions at the 
workplace while they control 
the citadel of government 
through their puppets, while 
they muzzle the workers 
through their company domi-
nated unions, and while they 
entol the coercive state ap- 
paratu - police, security 
forces, magistracy and Judici-
ary - to keep the workers in 
check, to goal and detain them 
and if necessary, to shoot them 
later. 

The objective of the Im-
periajij-I5  to keep, the eco-
norrje ,Det int act while the 

"*orkerssemain forever the 
drarers .f. water and the 
hewerI of wood. Surely, this 

:capo,t bT enough for the Gui-
.nese wôrking class people., 
'iy ipÔulana and through-
out the underdeveloped world, 

'the gap  between the rich and 
the poor Is growing wider. 
And in the meantime, our 
country is beLng sold down the  
river t ,thè foreigners and 
their.]qca "ic,keys: Their: .grip 
on our conorny is being frut-. 
her streñtaeied t be pup.- 
Peigo i'mertt whlId' Burn- 

%
arR, lks glibly In anti. 

oto ounts over--the' 
-- 

On the question of trade 
Unionism and politics, the line 
of the irnperia']Jsts s clear - 
trade unions must stay aloof 
from politics Burnham, how-
ever, gives the impression that 
he does not agree with this  
line. But when he talks abc'at 



-nese. banking insurance ship-
ping. and foreign trade — is 
bleeding cur country white. 

With an investment of about 
$175 million in the TO year 
period (1949-11164) the im-
perialiats have made- In clear 
profits about $260 million 
whi1e their assets are still 
worth about $200 million. 
Rate of profit is today around 
$50 million per year. 

Guianese must recognise 
that these are the root causes 
of our backwardness. So long 
as the trade unionists do not 
recognise this "citadel' of 
robbery and erploitation but 
only use pin pricks at the 
periphy, our country will 
remain like a sick men — a 
man whose blood is infected 
but who vontinues to receive 
treatment only for the sores. 
The time has come for the 

Trade Union movement tc 

e iij  of our Ijaulite lands 
- by, ILsyholds 

 
for 15 years. 

• IOU. eouiceiwicled over to 
- thrca toreigp pit sharks. 

.$• .tect4ciy.C9reorntkoa to 

45 to he put 
•uneJlIM ,r Elders. and 

J'yftes. sbldJ;irc of United 
• Fruit Company, the 'Ib-

Cr8' of 4tha banana. flpub-
lIs In Central America. 
• Toh4cCo nadir the control 

Of the Driara 'loliacco 
Company, sudiary of the 
OCI4JpLI5 Ilrillsh-Amerjn 
Tobacco ('mopany. 
• AbulIJon of impulsory 

l'-'4'p levy at 4% Interest 
for voJqi*a,ry achenio at % 
Ia,c free, thus giving eom_ 
PafliCs qvrr 10% profits ..nd 
double their money in nine 

• yeari. - 
U Reuovai or drastic mudifi-

eztlon of capital taxes  
• iet weaLth tax, capital gains, 

• 411$ a turn-Over, etc. 
• Our country Ls di-finJtuly 
hU109 &)!ij out, .A.xil t!ii fnrc.. 
igri strangleh,, of our 

enter into a serious dialogue 
abou the' root causes of our 
backwardness. Merely to par-
rot .plrases of •. their, corrupt 
arid opportunistic - leaders Is 
hot enough Thstway stand 
,*rds of living will not Impro e 
indeed, they i,sl1 worsen. In 
crease4 producttvltX in today s 
contxt is an Imperialist sb-
gan.No wesider we now see 
the puppets of [rnperiaiism 
being allowed to fatten  them.-
selves with large salaries and 
allqwanean,with iinecessary 
pqt-a, withJoy-rides abroad 
while our country Is being 
sold out and committed to a 
development ptograsme bas- 
ed on aid with strings. This 
cart only mean In the end 
further exploitation Of  the 
workers, drain of luper pro-
ttts abroad and crushing debt 
chrgas and greater burdens 
on the beads of the Culanese 
people.• 

The Trade Union movement 
must jequand not only politi-
cal Independence, but eeon-
nile emancipation ant aocLsl 
Justice, This cannot come 
about nash'. TT. periaIIM 
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