by JANET JAGAN

what is the 10le of the General Secretary
People’s Progressive Party? None of the party’s official
documents, including the Party Constitution; give a clue
to his wide range of responsibilities, except fo state that
he is elected by the Central Committee and is also a mem-
ber of the Executive Committee and Secrefariat. These
three references in no way indicate the scope of his activi-
ties and responsibilities.

However, at all levels, internafional, regional and
national, it is an acceptled fact that the General Secretary
of a party is the official spokesman of that organisation.

He is 1pso facio the leader of the party and g.ves
guidance and directicn on most matter's. To do this. he
must be involved at all levelg and be au fait with all that
goes on in his party, in his country and be up to date on
world frends and developments.

To begin with the General Secretary, like all members,
must be a member of a Party Group. And in the case of
our General Secretary, this is a reality. He is an active
member of the Group from which he derives his member-
ship in the Party and Is always the very first to see that
his membership card ig in order. By tradition, the GS is
the first to pay up his dues each year. |

The General Secretary’s formal duties include cha.r-
marship of the Central and Executive Committees and
the weekly Secretariat. This responsibility not only means
the actual chairmanship of these meetings, but a conss-
tent and mpertant input in proposing and formulating
pPolicies anqﬁm]ysmg local, national and inte: national de-
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