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growth and dominance. 
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ant 	_ of  course. Guyanaa small country a microcosm 
of what exists elsewhere. Yet, sometimes, even microcosms 
have lessons to teach. 

When we took office for the second time in 1951 the 
first In 1953, lasted only 133 days and then the British 
moved in their marines and threw us out of . 
Were five ministers in charge of agriculture, 
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community development and 
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iWout apples but apples do not grow in Guyana. 
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a: Wt' liuilb neW schools in the countryside and encouraged 
fluing famIlies t#0 start sending their girls to school instead of 
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, rea 1 And we began the process of ending the system of 
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1 upkeen of the schools and teachers' salaries while the 
id (hnRtlarj churches appointed and promoted the teachers 
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As a result;, in our second term  
t 	

1961, rice production Went up 72 rw'r 
cent; Ground provisions 1 18 per 
cent; milk 25 per cent: nnii1tn Iq 44 
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shake up in the early period. One of Our five was suspected Of
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and make a lot of mony1 L!e was removed from 
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We made it clear from the very start that we Woj sta •1 	
no flOn€nse, no corruption DO personal fflat€J?j ga 
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!! tr„Sport services and we dearly wanted a university . for 

39I ouyat spending much. we btgan our university as r witho  
ft 

1tght school . in the main high school of Georgetown. 
?ios j-IoW  our enemies laughed at u& They called it "Jagan's 
I ' night school”. But we made a start and began in a gjJ 
I t4 vaV the University of Guyana which has grown into a 
L1Itst 1 j.iiedged university of 	hi to oerngher education 
IN 
 0  LA 

 fhnQP who never before had a chance. 
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OftWhat should have taken three years, to establish ace 
d StRi rding to UNESCO advisers 	the need for buildings 
[ gat and  professors . we achieved in one year with late after- 
y nOOfl  and evening instruction through the utillsation 
lad Ot of this secondary school building and teachers and prC- 

lessors who had been witch-hunted in the MeCarthyite 
witching era in the united States. 

schei 	We had a super river boat, capable of ferrying a large 
Uoc number of vehicles and passengers across our wide rivers, 
or constructed in England. Then, we had two more con-  

ants trueted in the same manner, made locally. The three 
ell ai river boats, crossing Guyana's three main rivers daily. 
ble sy were a solution to a problem that had nagged the nation 
,der t. for years. 
rho , 	We nationalised the Canadian-owned electricity 
rme ty. plant, modernised it and extended electricity to the rural 
tog areas, lighting them up 

)r pi3 the electricity 
Vetf fee:s to the co 

for the first time ever. We made 
company profitable without increasing 

nsumers. How? By good managements de- 
S 'flocratically run. 
as. 	Because of our simple achievements and 
1A it ness with the working neCD1e we were voted 

our close- 
back into 

: 	office in 1961, even though the British tned to prevent 
-- S o 

D this by manipulating the boundaries of the constituencies. 
on 	We stood for democratisation of all governn ent in- 
t so stitutions. We insisted and WOfl the dernocratisation of 
ore ; the Rice Marketing Board, the se1lng agent of the farmers' 
)cedt l'iCeby putting farmers in a gmrnanding position. Fror 

tO 7 the-Guyana Rice Marketing Board had 16 
a4K'  bers with the statutory farmers' Rice producerst Associa- 

- _ a- 

id tiori (RPA) having only 8. whenever there was a clash 

0 
the chairman, drawn from one of the colonial govername, 

 4M ment's 8 nominees, used his casting vote against the in 
y 	terest ci the rice Tarmers. 
00 
vJv  theRopdA, 'Ile

e PPP government amended the law and gave 
 out of the 16 memberS And because 	far- 
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bankrupt. Production has plummeted so much, th 
even the right to free and fair elections)  the countn?  . 

lined and applied this concept in all things we die bet! 
found that democratisation worked and 
tecity 
;Pillifje 

farmers 

f office in 1964. Now, without democratisation, witholl. 
All this wqs later undone when we were kicked  

company was also made up largely of worker:ft 
prospered. The ooard hat 

we sinceraeltit:" 

sugar, bauxite and rice producing country cannot Tub' 
duce to satisfy foreign markets and provide enough cit;  = 
and sugar for local consumption. Now the government  is. 
importing sugar for local consumption. 

Working people work hard for their cowl:tn./ when  i 
they know that they really have a say in what goes on  i 
Remove this and everything falls, iriciuding productian: 
co-operation and good will. 
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