PARTY LIFE
Essence Of Party Democracy
By JANET JAGAN

An example of the way the People’s Progressive Party
functions can be seen in the calling.of county conferences
this year. The Central Committee at a meeting held in July
1983 discussed a proposal from one of its members to hold
county conferences during 1984 as a means of keeping
in closer touch with the Party bodies in-between Con-
gresses. ;

The tradition of the Party has been, until recent
years, to hold a Party Congress annually. This practice
lasted for 20 years. From 1970, the PPP began holding its
Congresses biennially. The Party’s 19th Congress held in
1976 amended the Constitution from biennial Congresses
to triennial. This was also incorporated in the newly
framed and adopted Constitution presented to the 20th
Congress in 1979, part of the changes of the transforma-
tion process.

It was felt that there should be a means of closer
contact during the three-year break between Congresses.
The proposals of holding County Conferences was as-
sociated with the idea of holding ‘mini’ Congresses.
A further development of the County Conference idea
was that it should be fairly close to the structure of a
congress, with delegates being sent by groups, registra-
tion of delegates and a paper from the Central Com-
mittee.

The Central Committee sent the proposal for County
Conferences to the Executive Committee for implemen-
tation. In this process, the Organising Committee and
the Party Secretariat were involved.

Although the Party has on previous occasions con-
sulted its membership on vital issues by holding member-
ship meetings in all the regions, the County Conferences
were, initially, of a different character. The aim was to
invigorate Party bodies, get them functioning at a high-
er key with the responsibilities of holding such conferen-
ces which involved additional organisation. Delegates
would be overnighting for the 2-day conferences, the same
as for Party Congresses. This would be a good preparat-
ion for.the 22nd Congress to be held in August 1985.

Thus, with all Party bodies involved, the three County
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