


One of Claude's failings was his utter disregard for himself. When his health started failing about three 

years ago, he had to be forced to visit a doctor. When the doctor advised hospitalisation, he refused, 

and again pressure had to be put on him to enter a hospital. Even on the last occasion, when he was 

lying weak in his bed, he insisted that he would leave the hospital in a few days. 

While some were fighting to be candidates at elections, officers of the party or to achieve ministerial 

rank, Claude spurned these honours. He flatly refused to be a candidate at the last general elections and 

firmly stated that he would make a better contribution to the Party by remaining as office manager. 

At the last Party elections he declined nomination to one of the officers' posts. He had to be virtually 

forced to become a Minister, always declaring that he wanted no honours — he just wanted to keep the 

Party organisation and finances in good shape. Money, too, had no real attractions for Claude. Whatever 

the Party could afford to pay was satisfactory to him. 

As a human being, a comrade, a friend, Comrade Claude was all things to all men. Few could dislike this 

full-blooded, warm-hearted, fun-loving giant of a man who endeared himself to all those with whom he 

worked, even those who did not agree with his politics. He was a great success as a Minister. When the 

Leader of the Opposition at the London Conference, 1962, made a scurrilous remark about the type of 

Ministers the PPP was choosing, and referred directly to Claude, a high Government official curtly 

remarked that the Minister of Home Affairs was by far one of the most capable men he had known. 

Claude was rough and tough when his orders were not obeyed or when he felt an injustice was being 

done. He could shout and curse with the best, but when he was finished, he carried no malice to the 

wrong-doer, the incompetent or the one who miscarried his directions. He was a humble man, and 

knew no false pride. If he was wrong, he admitted it; he was not afraid of criticism, nor was he afraid to 

criticise the highest if it was necessary. 

In short, Comrade Christian brought discipline, efficiency and organisation to the Party He personally set 

a high standard by his own devotion to duty, respect for his seniors, absolute honesty, and his love of 

Party and country. He was a reliable and trusted comrade, a man of good humour and amazing 

generosity. He set the pace for many to follow. We need more men of Claude Christian's calibre in the 

movement. His contribution will never be forgotten. 

(Thunder, June 1963) 
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1957 Claude Christian. went to Canada where be re- 
mained until the Party requested him to return in 1966. 
His three year, in Canada were useful in broadening his 
perspective and allowing him the opportunity for formal 

study. 
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A look at the books Claude 
had in his library reveals the 
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