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Journey to Free 
• Address by His Exiellency DrCheddijagan, President . 

ofthe Coopenutiele Republic of &tuna.on theoccasion of the • 
27 thindependence Anniversasyefthe Cooperative Republic 
of Guyana at the Flag Raising arernony which was held at 
theNational Pa4, May 26th, 1993. 

Mr-Chrtirtiran,Pritne. Minister and Mrs ttlinds, 
.- Your Honour, theChaticellor Of the Judiciary, Ministers 
Ofthe Government, Members of the Diplomatic Corpsi: 
Mernbers of the Nat:ional serntily, Ladies and Gentle-
men; Cornrades:and Friends and, most especially, all-the 

beautiful children of Guyana! 	_> 
As we celebra‘te _this historic day, let us•pay tribute to 

out antecedents the American Revolution, the French 
Revolutibn;the Russian-Revolution. 

For freedom ,the Americans arid the Haitians in their 
nationalliberation revolutions oVerthreW Briti sharrdFiench, 
rule respectively and, for the social progress,, the French and 
Russiantintheir social liberation 'revolutions overthrew.  the _ 
exploitative orders.. 	 - - - 	- 

These revolutionary struggles for nationhood, juStice 
• and bread had worldwideimpact after World War. II, partien-

- larly in the -Colonial territories. 'Everywhere Went upthe shout 
-UHtJRUFREEDOMi 

The price for freedoin was high. We are aware of the 
great sacrifices made by th,:e Indian freedom fighters like-
Mahatma Gandhi and Jawaharlal Nehru. That's why, no 
doubt, Nehru gave us solidarity in our hour ofneed a Prime 
Minister, he expressed his displeasure at the destruction of 
the PPP GOvernMentin October 1953 'brinviting me and 

13utribam to 'visit India and to address the Indian 
- Pathan:lent, 

As we rememberour interr 
national heroes today, let us do 
sowithoutrancour,without point-
ing fingers, witheut casting 
blame. 

. . 	_- 
One of the excuses for our removal from Government 

was our support for So-called "Mau Mau' terrorism  in Kenya, , 
for Which leader Jorno Kerwatta was jailed and,  detained. 
was fortunate later to greet him at London Airport When he 
visited England as Head of Government of Kenya, 

Ghani:led the way of AfriCa's freedom in 1957, ,with 
Kwa me Nkrunnah as Head of Government the ;same 
Nkruinah, who, like Gandhi; Nehru, Kenyatta and others, • 
had been earlier persecuted and jailed. / 

Incidentally, his invitation to me in TI957 for Ghana's 

President Geddi Joan delivets the keynote addreis- 	jleg 
raising *Ai attlig 1\iitional Park to mork Pound sg7thAnniver, 
.4"arY of lidePondpice. Sado hii 1 ft are '2"ei-st Ady 11/trfs. Joild• 
.Jagan and .Prinie ARn4tfr Sam Hinds. - 

independence celebrations freed me from the .chains of , 
Colonial 'tyranny, Which had reStricied•nv movements - to 

Georgetown. For breaking those restr.ictiOns, Iliad earlier 
been jailed. We can certainly draw some cortchAons from , 
hurnankincFs;stniggle for advancement. 

These are:- 	. 
1. 	freedom iS iiidivisjbie unity- and 'sdlidarity ir 

essential for success; 
,2 there Can be no advance without struggle; and there 
can be no struggle with-out cornrnitnierit and sacrifice; 

.a. correct theoreti6al/ideologiCal:trainework Which 
providesthe necessary provision for the buildingofoptirnism: 
and.- confidence in -the- kiwi& 7 a' vital ',ingredient for the , 
necessary ',political sacrifices to be born; and for future stic-
cesses. 
• It is that Optimism,_: that &A ifidence which must have 
suSta Med Nelson Mandela in prison for More than two de- 
cades. And as I had put it on his release; Yestertlay7s So-called • . 	 , 
terrorist is today's beta. , 

AS we remember our internationaiheroes today, let Us 
de so without rancour, withOtit pointing, fingers without 
casting blame.' 

In todiy's interdependent world and inforrnatibri age, 
whether we a r",in the North ; Sentn, East or West, growing 
poverty is a common de noininator:An this context, there is no 
place foe the imperial arrogance of the past. We need -a 
genuine partnership based on sovereign equality Yes, We 
need-partners, 11.61 :adversaries. ' 

And let,uS also'remember our own heroes; For Gutty, 
• - 
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1 • - a monument has already been built. Let us also honour the -__  . to ensure that the cost of living does not rise,. we are un-, . . , . . ,. s , ,. _, .
, - - - real heroes; not those who signed the Proclamation but those - equivocally committed to I owe ri ngi t..

who struggledbefor-e May 26;1966 to mike Independence . a . Jam also told that the Treasury Biltauc.tioii rate dropped

i . reality ---. those who launched that Political Affairs Commit"- ' from 23 percent on Decerriber311992,ip 14.77.percent at the

; - tee in 1946 and the firstNational Liberation Political Partyin _ end of April, 1993.. Bank rates have fallen in response to this -, - , , .
1 . 1950; many of the-leaders of which have been fOrgo.-`tten and drop While this downward movement can make credit more, . .„_. . , . ,

by-qyas§ed during the past27 years. There is a nexus between - accessible tcrentrcpreneur s, wc have to monitoithesititation
- . , - -

'• - Gutty in 1763,1946, 1966 and October 5th,.1992.7he lessons • to avoi d anyto pressure on the exchange rate and,hence„ •
r . . - . , ,

of the past must be a guide for the management ofthe-present ..._ . . on investments. „ . . .- ', . .. .. • . . ' ' - • ,, .,
, .

:. . and for the planning of thefuttire.. , . .
1 - Iwishtosay that' have decidedtogivenational awards . .. • . It IS now222clays our 00.Y.7-: . , , .. _ , . • . ' ,-.. .

1 • this year, ye' 3 categories of persons: those who struggled for • • ' ernrhentwas formed and,as you. ._ . ... • _ . .. • . . .. . ...,
independence; those who fought for the.- restoration of de- , . - . - are aware, , our transition , was. - , .. . and those who have served our nation and society - ' •1 ...rnocracy, v r t, , , those  . . . . , marked by difficulties, but we did

. with distinction. , . . -- • " ' not flinch.-. . - . - . •-• - • • -- '
1 -" In this regard, 1 want to expresspur deep gratitude to . • •• ,. . -
'.. thezoverntnerifs of the United Ki ngdöma nd Gana da, the US , . . .• • ' . • • • • . • • .

. - On the production side, sugar was off target by 13.7%- --  •
. Congress,. the National Democratic. Institute, the United - .-.• ..- - .] • .

	

	 . due to inclement . weather and strikes. There was a -phiS; 	 -
Nationa, the C arter Centre, the Commonwealth Secretariat , ,  „,

• - • , however, in the production -of calcined bauxite by 2,3 .% rice -
, - _ • and others Overseas; who played :a 'rnagnificent.rOle in the •

„ by -5.4%; timber: by 35A%; and nori-traditiona1 exports by
restoration Of dem ncricy to Our nation. ''''' . . ' . .

34% • - - -. ' _ .• -.. •
It is :now22L days our Government was formed arid as .. , „.

I . - yob are aware
The bauxite entities are Performing well financially.

, our transition was by difficulties but ' • • ', - . •
i -

we did not flinch
In Other sectors of mining there is a new dynamism The

i -- . 	. r . ..- : " . ' .. . .

Our i mnietli ate challenge was to restore interna conli- -.2
rningre.urdel7fnineral-agrec- • : •-..., l

United Nations is assisting in fra
ments for gold, diamond, sand and stene.AVesee,a,stibstantial

I - dencc, which Was necessary .for the resumption of external - -
I • ' •-• -- • , .' - - - • • - role for overseas private capital and a definite place for our. • -

financial assistance to .otir . eash-strapped stare. ' : • ,- . - . .. . .. . . - - local miners: We look forward to a collaborative and •I .. . . • This: renewed -confidence reaped dividends .' By the - .
1 - - - • • • constxuctive approach towards the development of our flaw --
I . end of March this year, our gross international reserves stood ... ' -- - . .• • . .. - • - ..

.. ra.1 resources consistent with the protection of the environ-. .... . , .. .
.. . . . . _ment. - , '. -- - - - •

: - •, . . 01 '.......!....- . . ... i 
.,..s .. - pg.i-.1,•; ' . . - , . . ' , . ' '' ro-mcet the pressing demands fofttuarry production s . 	.

• • . ..... .. • ills ' ' . 
144' ' ' ... • -

- for roads, sea defence ,andhOliSing.- . Goveinthent hopes to - --. .
-- • . . resuscitate the IrabutrePeruquarry.coMple31. -., • • -. • -.

- '-', ,:•••-, -..._.' 4 - 	'.,. --- ' '. ' .,', - :...,',...- ::.4., -< :4'1- -. -. ,. -- - -
.1 - - • ••• - • - ' . ,''' '' ,,:' .- * . -..i; '5.,•'..A.,,-...0:••141wk"": ''. ' , • .. It is 

'
hoped .-that a greater irripact;'will be Made on •. .0

Ii 	' . • --.'" - '- ' ''- .-: ' - Produerion, mainly in agro-industrY and ina 'nufacturing,- ,asa „ ..• :-. - -
1 ..- -. :-.' -, - ‘,.,;',-...,.'e. ', P.,:: • ,.. :- .- .:- --, - ' - - - - • result of the wide range of concessions in areaa. of consump

non tax and customs
- ' - •...1 - - .' .‘,.- „ 6 , 	• ,' ' . :' . 1 . .'. - • -. ; : . - ,

-I -
•.. •-.. • , ....„.- . • •

. . . • ' tnS duties which were announced •in the
.,---• Pr . -06.X.2:,, .,..: ' - -,- , ,.- - -, - ., - •

.i -• - . ..-/. - .- :r4 . -1- ." • -, --.... '-c-i --.• .,Z .", '' . 1993 Budget. Backward and forward linkagei;:overseas..and
1 — - - ' ' .. ;-- ' ." - " : - `--4---'7"?:..7 ' ' - ' , : -•-. ..- -.....' s • : . c

. . -. -' •-- local, are being developed in this vital -sector.
I.: .:... : • n ' ....'-! - . . ''.. ' •• - - . '. . ''. '44111111.• \ • • .. • . Among ouitreitest priorities - for resuscitation Of eco- ... ..,. . . . ,.. - . . .
!, • - . . . - ' - . - • . -- • -- nomio life and sustained development is the repair of our - -
!.• I . . . • .•• hpySical and social infrastructüres. , . . • .- . . ' - -.. - , .,... .. , .. - ,
1 ' • . - .: :annflonzewaith observe-. Group. :. - _ . . .: - .. Our Government will.: 7.:. - -. :-' ' • .. -.. . .. ' '' ... - ,

. ...- - • - . _. - -

i at US$191:5 -Million. . .' . . • - (1) resurface thie-Georgerowrif-l'i rnéhri/Rosi gnol mairi• , ,.. - • - • .. . . . - .- •
roads for US $23[4m- . ..• '''. • - - .' ' ..I • '' At the 'saline time Government pursued relent- ' . - - • - - ' . , .. - . . ..:. - .... , . - ,,-

_ , __.., . , „ • . . . .. . ; -
.lessly efforts to-redu cc otirdebt‘burdeabY Way of reachedul-- -...'

12) rehabilitate roads sea defence and instinitional
-. -- - - . .-• • _ _ .- ..

- _ . . .- . •ing, conversion, and forgiyenesS. Just -recently, we added to strengthening US 21 5m-. • .- - :- . • • -' . -- • • .• ' . • . , • -

-- T ' , - • -• ..... (3) reform the Public Service salary and erriploynient_. our modest achievement in this regard same U .S$75 million . - . -'• .- ... ... --- ..._ .-., . - - •
- ..- -. • . in debt -relief which-Weinekotiated with theParis 6lub. • .-. structure in thestirn of USSTOrrr i .--., -. . . ' ', , - '- • , - --..'- -. - , • --- . T. '---. (4):rehabilita-e the bauxite industr- US$6 Cm . and.--There were otherreliefpackages,especiallY :from the.. • : .. , • A • ' . • . . ' -• ...- '. -
1 . - United . Stares and the United KingdOm. ''' . • --.. .,., :. , . _ -. ... (5) n b the.-hailitate . Soe d ké ' d i -H ,- wa • at, ., .„ s y , JLiii iet . 1.,h y d .

cost olUSS-11 5m. ..-- - ' ''' • ' .. •Internally inflation . has been pegged; and actually '' ' ( . ' -..... „ .- • - - ' Later ans .-Sear, we will begin the reconstructixul of the -,.. .1 . red need; i n the first quart.erOfthisyear. We will spare no effort . • . . - -- ..'- . - - • ' • . ' •_ . 
t • . : --' - •-' • - - -	• . ..„
11 • • . - ' . . . . . . . .

• -- • , .- - • • ' . . _ -, .. ,. ., . .. .. . . .
I; •

... . •. .T. ,
. ,

. .
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Essequibo SupenaarniCharity roads, and upgrading-roads in
Leguan and Wakenaarri, as well as several feeder roads in
Regions 3,4 and 5. _

Recently, I held an emergency meeting to discuss the
acute potable water problem. We agreed TO have . a factual

. .
-

-

. --m"Tra)

-

, - • _ .
W 441,1101

"
, - 4

, '

Wifeof Prime IVAnister Sam-I-Buds, Miss— Yvonne Hinds pushes the
button to start the pump at'umal 1Vurnber One Polder during -

- Indepenvencealehrations " - .-
•report from the Guyana Water Authority about the sitilati on -

, in every district, especially about the condition of ,water  •
Pumps. A preliminarrestiinate for the replacirigand repairing, .- _ .

.. of pumps through-out- the country is -LIS$6 million. Atter,ripts
, are being made to raise this money ForGeorgetown, We have

- advanced G$2:0 Million for alum for water clarificatiOn.-. -
° We arepaying constant attention to the Guyana Elec.

- tricitY Corporation (GEC) and arc determined , to 'put things •
right to ensure regular supplies of electricity and to reduce
operating costs so as to scale down thehuge subsidies you, , -
the rate payers, have to beat As 'you are aware, we have
resisted increases in electricity rates to the consumers.

To facilitate interior travel and the transportation of
- products to markets, Government will rehabilitate the

Kaietenr andMabaruma airstrips and will upgrade Ogle air- . • •. .port We intend also to upgrade . -the Parika and Rosignor -

stellings.
. In liver transport,_ our _steams:4:s Malali and --Kirnbia

should be out of dry docks shortly. A weekly service to the_ ,
North Westnislrietwil I be re-introduced ., as well is a•two-daY_ _ .
. per week midday service between Parika and Adventure. .

As we did in the past, our Government will-establish
. industrial estates around the couritry to remove regional

disparity in , the levels of economic development and to, . .
provide job. The East Demerara it ,one site already identi-
fied.

In spite of our many efforts in various spheres, we have. ,
had from some quarters, nit-picking, carping criticisms that
we are not Moving fast enough-On a nimilJer of issues.

. -It is passing strange that some of the people who were
critical of the past privatisation/divestment deals seem to be
pressing us to move rapidly in:the same direction. When in• _
opposition we Condemned the indecent haste with which

• - the former regime privatised our national assets at basement

,

• - - Independence 93
,

- , prices, and in a manner that-lacked transparency and was not .
i rithe national interest, we will not do the same. Privatisation
and divestinent mus't be approached with due care. -I was not
elected President to preside over_the liquidation of Guyana:,, . ,
I was mandated by the GUyanese people": to rebuild' the
national economy and restore a decent s tandard of life for all
GUyanese. In all my political "career, I did riot 'succumb to

•pressure-to serve narrow partisan interests; rda not intend-to
do so now I will hot surrender the interest of the nation for_ •
expediency or short term gain. In the PPP/Civic Manifesto
SN'e said "The PPP/Civic Government will adopt a flexible
approach- on privatisation. It will be guided byOur develop- -
merit goals andnational and international experience. The
processof divestment Will-be fully democratised and made
transparent." TheGovernment is proeeeding in this manner.

. -In put general approaCh to development, WC are flex- t.
ible and conciliatory. We are examining various options and

- seeking meaningful partnership with foreign and local entre- .,.
• preneurs. We have an open door for free enterprise - more

open than some industrialised_ countries and even some of
our CARICOM partners,. -

In our approach to the private sector, we have a special 3
-- place for local entiepreneurs. We earnestly wish to facilitate .
•

-- 4,theni in as many ways as possible. We need their-involve- •°
- [Tient andneed the,assistanc,e they may obtain-froth foreign

financial institutions. Butfoi us, development is not simply
• .. a technicalieconornie question. Development, above ill; is.

•about people, -satisfying their basic needs, ensuring sOcial
•

,
justice; and empowering our, people at all levels to take
advantage of their creativity.

• - We don'tiritend to delay or hold back the allocation of
land to anyone because of any-pastpolitical invdivernent. We .

, are reviewing land allocation against the background of cleni-
als'and restrictions on the bulk of farmers in order to ensure 4

• thatland is as readily available for thesrnall and medium scale -'
farmers, as for the large scale developeis:

- I was notaiected President
• to preside overtheliquidattoniof 1Guyana.. twas mandatedbythe

- Guyanese people to rebuild the
• national economy and restore a. .. . de66nt standard of life for ell •

. • .Guyanase.-
,

Someatternpta have beert Made to present. t,he disptite
- between the ,telephone company GT&T and the-Public

:Utili ties Commission as an indication of Government's:cm:9-, •
- si ti On to foreign investment. This is deliberaternisinterpre-

-.
. , • -
ration. - -

. We have repeatedly stated our need for foreign invest- r_
, rnent and an entrepreneutial.climate that iDN'LLCS investment -

and rewards risk- taking, but national and consumers interests
„

•

,
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. must be protected. Neither_ GT&T'nor-iny other 'public . . . . - • '.. , . • - . , - •, . ..., - - . • . -__ tncity, a clean environment, transport - are our first priority. - -
utility monopoly Must expect' to be free. from 'regulatory . --• - . .., . _ , _ To raise funds, we propose not onlyto make savings but also! - practices and prOcedures, which are applicable in their metro- -, . . „ - -\ . to. cut out the current maze of , Wasteful and overlapping, politan countries. We inaist On a regulatory policy based on _ . • - , , ' .,, , .. , ,.- , agencies. . -, - ' • . •I. , • -- common sense,- common interest and common goals. Since -•• - , , ' ., . , - We are committed riot only to efficient management, 2
urea' has raised their cOneerriS in Washington, the VS - -- - . . ,-- , • - ' , . -- ' - -• - , - , • - - . . but also to good leadership- management and leadership not  -
Ambassador has been fully briefed about the situation . , ' ... _ , , , . • ,• ' - , .. , - , .. • only from above, but also from below, from the grass roots

..-, -. - - - . . • .... .. . For us, democracy means all levels in management arid
i --.- If it li considered Mean 'to . . - - - 'decision=ma ... ... . . _. . , , : ... , • king Our people must build their own future. -

re-organise the foreign service, , • - • -- - - -- One of our best initiatiVes' was the establishment of a
r . . _ • , _ . . . . tut overseas travel and reduce , : broad based Citi ns' Committee in conimunities, made up;• . .

allowancesforattendingzOnfer- ,, • ' ' . - . of representatives from all the political- partieS, _religious. ,
- ences so that we can find trioney l'r

o
.
odie's, businesses and professiOns. They .-thave become

: . ..., to supplyour people not only \-_ . . • inVolvedagainst Many anti-national and anti-social activities .-[ , _,.-. • ..-. , ' - ,, , , . ' -- ' , 7 . like erimes, corruption, smuggling arid nireotics, They arc- with water, but pure,-• • drinking
Water- and to ensure funds for ing many self-help projects in education health roads,- ._ _ ,, 

irrigation,
,

- _ drainage and i tion a and river defence and potable - 	-travel by magistrates to eleven . , - - - - - '. se -
-•

A ,
.-water. It s amazing how the people at Grove village recently

then, soInterior courts„lh be it '- 	• . . . . • . • ureacircumvented bureaucratic red tape and put the non fume, .F .. . _I. . - .. _ . ' - . . .. . tioning water Pump in order.
r . : Astegatds the selection of a Chairman of the Electionis_ . - ..-1.1)t problem solving there is need for more of this
; COmmissionnolirovisiontad been made previously either ' - • 
F . ' , , - . • , _ , , mrtovauveness and creativity, for new ideas, dete_rmination-
i: .- under the olcI,Coriatitutionor bycoriventiOn,for Consultation ` - - - • • _._ , ' - . ‘- - , •. . .. . - and courage. With our -huge debt payments burden, we..,' theMinori , ' e er ave oeeyon e onsitution - . • . - .. - - -with

t --
tYLad 'h n -b d the C. ' g ; , - cannot afford to do things only in conventional ways, and, . and consulted the Minority Leader But this issue is dragging . constantly to be looking putside for =financial help; techni- -• . . .on; and local government ; elections are being unduly post- - • • - 't -

	

	 - cians,managers,coniultants and advisers This is whit inde7 .pon6d.. It is delaying administration by the people at the . .. peridence is also all about - Self reliance. First and foremost,
.grassroOtsWheredeVelopment is being stultified by iinpopu- •. , . ., . - , . ,.

- we will fix what is wrong and strengthen whit is right I'm .. _ • . . lar bodies Which-lack a sense-Ofdiiection and will to solve our - --• - ' . -- • - _ - -  - . , • - ' - , .,,--confide,nt that together we can makeGuyana No 1.,
: ... people's. prehlems. .. . -, . - - -,- ' . , • , . - -, . ' •.= And We must try to get more from the Money We spend. -
,',, • - . A bill, now being hammered out bythepolitieal parties - . Since knowledge opens the 'door to success, and our key

.- for electoral l'e.fortris, will prepare' the way _for the long- -. - • .. • - . . -• . - " . `--.- .' - ., . .. ,. , _. , 'resource .IS higher.educati on, we need, because of the limita-..delayed Municipalincl Village, elections; • r - - .
;-.. .. .., 	, ...• , ‘_.. -- • non of funds, to innovate with computer networks and dis-.,...- , . • _ - As regards diplomatic representation, we ire Concerned' .. . -. • - , -.,'. , . - . . . , .._ . . ,... tanee learning -t.O. the- • classroom, the 'school building,. or a

with content, not just form. ThePPP/CiVic has boug ht a new., . , . . district. school .._,.. . . ,
dimensionto politics, not simply keeping up Wi ththe loneses,
noreference to AinbassadOr Jones, - And gettingeaught up in . 2 . .::;.• ' •:., ' .

,

. ; \ . • - the rat race of material consumerism: . By example we hope . --...: • . • ' .
. ; .. . to inculcate new values - ethical, moral and spiritual 7 forthe . - - --- , .' ,-,: . -...:,..-: .• .,_:, , ., ...- ,

? rebirth of Guyana. SA hen We say that we stand fox good ' ._ . .... :. .7. __'• :,....4,- :,--4:-. mos. . . •.;. •- governance, we Mean a clean and lean government: _Weare .,,,.:.‘ ,.. ': `..
determined to ; end corruption; whenever it appears .,- 'We .,. ' ' ' .: ' ..;. '''. .:. ; ''.' 1...' ''' ' . . .• ..:. .1. .

,

...... • • •

. , . ,

' . make no-excuse for making _cuts In extravagant'spendings.:
.1 . ,.. . . . .. ;
; This has enabledus to abolish the Means test for Old age - - ' • •• . ..... - - . ', ',.'-- A ' , - .
I , .

'; . • pensioners, and to increase expenditure for health and-edu- .- ,...r., :.. . - ,_ . ...;•...._,. .
cation by over 50 per cent'. , '' • • _ ... . .. ••....-_,- • : • ....• -.• • ,. ,

. = • ' - , ._ . - - , —
Carter Centre eam . ' - -If it is considered mein - to re-organise the foreign - . . '. .. , - Some ,Citizene Committees also have been giving- service, cut overseas travel and reduce allowances for attend, ' their • - - ' -. . • . , - - , ,. • eir communities a new look. Let us celebrate Indepen- .

ing- conferences- so . that we can find Money to supply Our.. , , . , - _ , ence,wit - i e c, mask mobilisation or t . cleaning up o . our
1 . - people not only with Water, but pure drinking water, and to ' - . ., , , . . .

. eriviroriment;ourbabitat.1 -. , • ' ensure hinds for travel by Magistrates to eleven . interior • - . .I wish: also to :call for volunteers; especially' house-"! . courts, then, so be it. - . • _ . • • ,_ . • ' - wiVes. 'fliere is Much to be done in schools hospitals and •1 -..-. I want it to he clearly understood that the basic heeds ' - . ' • .. - - ' •• . - •-Institutions. In addition to not having enough money to -
i • '.. , of ottipeople

"-.food, water, health, education, housing, elec- - .-employ .people, we also do nothave enough skilled people. .
•• ,• , . .., .

• • •. . , . . ,• . , . . , ,
. . .
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and others, ,started the independence struggle in the mid 
1940's, westoOd firmly on die side of our working people -all 
the people, regardless of race. Our anti -colonial Struggle was 
not based: on race/ethnicitY, as in some countries, but on 
socio-economic issues By 1953,-  we were well on our way to 
attaining national; racial and working people's unity. I 'arn 
determined to retrace our foot steps and build as a united 
-nation for all our people. We must break down prejudices and 
barriers. Under this gdvernrnent, there will be no place for 1st 
class citizen&. 2nd class citizens be 3rd class citizens -- only 
Guyanese citizens 'fhe hopes and aspiration o f our ancestors 
and past generations to build our country into ONE PEOPLE, 
ONE NATION-  AND ONE DESTINY have come alive > 
again under our new Government: • 

A sense Of humility abounds today _ 
in Guyana as we accept October 5 as the 
new beginning of an era filled with hope 
and Guyanese spirit There abound, too, 
a *weak, free speech and a free Guyansie , 
spirit We must rediscover ourselves in 
this new-freedom - a rediscovery of aur 
rich heritaimand al I that make us uniquely 
and proudly:GuYanese. 

The travail of the G3iyanesepeople is a saga of courage` 
- . and defiance, of sacrifices and eventual rejOicing.. We came 
through hard times but came through we did., As one critic 
said, of Mark-Twairi's huckleberry Finn, We see people 
growing and living. we laugh at their humour ; share their 

:griefs; and in the midst of it all, behold we are taught the 
lesson of honesty,:  justice and mercy." 

A sense of humility abounds today in Guyana as we - 
accept October 5 is the new beginning of an era filled with 
hope and Guyanese spirit. There abound, too, a free air, free 
-speech and.  a-  free Guyanese spirit. We must rediscover 
Ourselves in this new freedom - a rediscovery of our rich 

- heritage andathattnake us uniquely andproodlyGuYaneie.,  
This 27th Independence Anniversary will be incoint 

plee if we did not rediscover and honour our contemporary' 
heroes and heroines To thermal'', Guyana owes its reverence 
and gratitude. - 

:Let us reconcile ourselves with our history . and so . 	, 	. 
. 	- 

•dence to make ant ,Guyana more beautiful than we haVe 
found it, and imperishable is a.Nation as weenier the new 
century. 

I look forward to your talent, your commitment and, 
..your dedication for us together to make a better future. .- 

Let our actions unite u& We triumphed in restoring 
democracy on October 5. In rebuilding Guyana ; We will also 
triumph. 

All Glory to Our Freedom Fighters! 
Long LiVe Our Independent Nation? 
Liing Live the United  8: Free People of Guyana! 

employ people; we also do not have etioUgh skilled- people. • 
This is the time to demonstrate our patriotism and humanity. 
Volunteer now! Send me your names. Let us get .down to • 
work and get the job done.... 	' 

My recent visit:. to Kimbia for the first time brought 
hoMe, in a very vivid way, the great possibilities of virtually 
leaping out of the Many-problenisj in our overcrowded coastal 
belt. Other ;areas', like - Kum Kuru and :MOblissa, on which 

:millions of dollars were spent, are being examined._ And our 
Amerindian Task Force,. headed by 'Minister Vibert De 
Souza is formulating an action programme fora better life for 
our Amerindian communities We proPose to establish an 
Amerindian Development Fund in thepear future., 
. 	Like the Citizens' COmMittee, the Trade Unions too 
rriusc get more fidlyinvolVed: For.  many, many years there 

.has been mtiehialkabout workers'Participatien. Now, Trade. 
Unions have the possibility ,With a progressive gOVernment, 
of putting theory and precept into practice. Set up manage-
ment committees or Workers' Councils and Confer with the 

, manager on a "regular, formal-  basis about management and 
decision making 	need indiVidual managerial reSpOnsi- 

. bility but Collective decision -making. Teamwo rk will be our 
guiding principle. 

Soon in our legislative programme we shall deal with 
Working people's. issues a Labour Code, Trade Union 
recognition, severance pay, etc. We have embarked on a 
programme to strengthen the Consumer Protection Laws 
and heighten consumers', awareness Of their rights and duties 
Towards this end; a. Hire Purchase Bill is drafted and various . 
aspects of consumers ' protection 'are being examined ' A 
-Consumer Education radio programme is Soon to begin. 
Additionally, we have provided a sub.vention to the_Guyaria 
-Consumers Association to further the interestS• of consuiners. 
, 	Our commitment to cOnsitutional-  reform remains 
unshaken. A Cabinet Commission is looking at the frame- . 	 _ 
work in Which xcomprehensive constitutional reviewcould 
be undertaken., 

The travail of the Guyanese people 
is a saga of courage and defiance, of 
sacrifices and eventual rejoicing. We 
came through hard times, but came 
through we did. Asone critic said of Mark _ 
Twain's HuckleberriFinn, "We see people 
growing and living; We laugh at their 
humour,. share their griefs; and in the 
midst of it all, behold we are taught the 
lesson of honesty, justice and mercy." 

•, The Advisory •Race/Ethnic-  Relations Committee, - 
beaded by Bishop George,is actively a,twork. Lwish to appeal 
to all to desist from exploiting race and ethnicity, and fears of 
racial/ethnic:.  insecurity. Above all, Guyana today needs 
racial/ethnic healing and harmony. When my wife, myself 

inspired, let us move -forward in unity, goodwill and confi-, 

Nadira
CJ




