@ GOVERNMENT HOUSE,

GECRGETOWN,

BRITISH GUIANA,

11lth December, 1964

sy one fom,

I have received the following
peraonal message for you from the Secretary
of State for the Colonies:-

" The Governor has told me that in the
course of discussions sbout the elec-
tion result you have expressed serious
doubts about whether you and your
Government should resign forthwith, I
do not think that you can seriously
maintain that you could get a majority
in the new Assembly end I want desper-
ately ~ as I am sure you do - to see
atability in British Guiana. Apart
from anything else I am afraid that
continued uncertainty may lead to
further bloodshed and unhappiness. I
do ask you mast earnestly to take this
into account and to enable the new
Government to be formed. Xe have no
wish to resort to Constitutional amend-
ment. But we erhould have no slternative
1f you obstructed the formation of a
new Government., Thls 1s very urgent.
That 1s why I am making this personal
approach,

ANTHONY GREENWOOD "
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Dr. the Mon. Cheddi Jagsn. Governor.



December 12, 1964
Wy desr Seorstsry of State:

Thank you for your personal message deliversd by
His Exoellency the Govermoer, Sir Richard Luyt. I
share your oconcern sbout the situation here and your
hope for siability, Unfortunately, a series of events --
betrayal by the Bpitish Government of solemn pledges given at
the 1960 Constitutional Conference, lsck of sdequate and
fiym support on the part of the poiice and sesurity forsea
feor my eonstitutionagly slected Gyvernment, condonement of
sd connivance with a secret Opposition Terrorist Organica-
%4on, the imposition of the rigged system of proportional
repregentation, and eleoction irregularities -~ have all

helped to uauaa(a loss of confidence in sucocessive British
Governments,

In spite of fiddled comstitutional arrangements and

%ross electoral irregularities -- shanged system of regis-
ration of voters, extensive wse of proxies, etc. -- a
majority of the population ses the elcotion results es s
vote of oconfidencs In my Goverfimen:. My Party polled 46%
of the vote, increasing its share by 3%, whereas the People's
National Cpongress dropped by 0.4% and the United Porce by
nearly 4%. And the results show that had the elsction
been fought under the $raditional system of firmt-past-
the-post, mv Party would have won the same 20 out of 35
geats which it won in 1961,

You have sought my cooperation by requesting my
resi-nation, You must know that I have cooperated at all
stages and have endeavoured to do all in my power to bdbring
about unity, peace and progress in my couniry. My refusal
to resign 418 not to be regarded in any way as obstruction,
It 1® merely e continuation of our protest -- you must know
that we have gontestad the general alection under protest.

You say you have no wish te resort to constitutional
amendment, but that you would have no ezlternative if I
obestructed the formation of a new government, 1 regret
to say thaet alternatives were open to you and are still
open to your Government, Although you inherited a triumphant
wrong in the imposition of proportional representation,
which your Party in Opposition severely criticirzed and your
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Prims Minister as Leader of the Opposition decmed a
"fiddled constitutional arrangement," your Government
falled to take steps to postpone the election and to
aot on the sugzestion ¢ by vour Prime ¥inister as
laader of the Opgosition in July, 1964, that a Common-
wealth team should come to Bpitish Guiane to re-examine
our situation. In spite of these criticisms you now
geek to implement the results of the fraud in British
Guiana, Surely, you cannot be unaware that the main
beneficlary of the proportional representation system
is the ultra-reaationary United PFpree, The system of
proporticnal representation has allowed this small party
reprosenting a very small section of the community to
bacome a wadga between major groupings of the country.
Clearly, this is undesirable in Guiana, which has ex-
perienced three successive years of communal atrife snd
which needs n large measure of sooperation betwesn the
major seotions supporting the PFP and the PNC.

I suggest that an altsrnative is still open to you
at this late stage. I propose that you take the
initiative of working out a constitutional fermula which
would provide representation in the Government of the
nejor sesotion of the people now excluded by the freak
result produced by theform of proportional representation
introduced by your predecessor, This is not impossible,

You must have noted that the imposed system of pro-
portional representation has not achieved what its loaeal
advocates and the Bpitish Tory Government had proclaimed
would have been achieved, namely, that proportional
representation would foroce the major parties to work
together. Should you resort to constitutional amendment,
this would resull meeudd in grave diamsatisfaction among
more than half of the geonée of Bpitish Guiana. Already
there is evidence of n rising tide of demand for partition
of thims country. Unless your Government intervenes to
work out an amlcable solution, I fear that this demand
wil% g{gw and ereate even further problems. There is
still ne,

I again urge =nd appeal to you to intercede to bring
about a solution mutually matisfactory to all concerned,

-

History will no doubt blame the Tories for the fraud
committed in British Guiana. If you and your Gevern-
ment acquiesce in this fraud, you will have to share
equal responsibility.

Sinaerely yours,

Cheddi Jagan
Premier

The Right ourable Anthony Grsenweod l”
Seored Eﬁnat-aa fer the Colonies '

Londen, S8i¥. 1, Bagland
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