BROADCST DY THE PREMIR, Tit. Tili HONOURABLE
C.B. JAGAN, ON 5TH JUKE, 1964

o  Last week when I spoke to you our country was engaged in o grave
civil strife. Over the past week the situation has improved considerably. There
are still, however, cases of violence here and there. I hope that.in the coming
week & complete stop will be put to all forms of inbinidetion and violence, and
that we will have seen an end to attacks, counter attacks and reprisals.

¥We must have peace. 411 of us, wﬁaﬁever our rocisl-ethnic background,
have to live and die here, . ¢ we have to live together.. This should not be
difficult. We have all lived dide by side, gone to school togebher, worked together
and played together. And after all, we are brothers in the same cause - to improve
the lot of all whether we worl by hand or by brain.

There are some who try to accentuste difTerences among us. I would like
to talk about the things which e have in common, and which unite us., For instahce,
no matter where our ancestors may have come from we have a common bistorical back-
around, We have sugar in our veins; we have all murtured and fertilised the sugar
cane with our sweat and hlood.

Whether you are an 1ndustr1a1 worker or a farmer you have the same interest.
Sugar workers, bauxite and maganese rinevorkers, be they Indo-Guianese or Afro-
Guisnese, want increased wages, improved working conditions and security in old age.
Rice farmers — I am zlad 1o note that an increase mumber of Afro—Guianese are now
engaging themselves in the cultivation of rice - need guaranteed markets, stable
prices and freedom from the ravages of too much water or too little water. If you
are a farmer planting crops other than rice, say in the Canals Polder, Pomercon or
North West Distriet, you want, whatever your racigl origin, 40 know that you will
not get low ‘glut’ prices when ou reap your ground provisions and when your permanent
trees like coconut, coce, cocoa and citrus begin to bear. And those of you in the
City whether you are emplcyed, unemployed or underemployed, ycu want security of
employment and full emplcyment. :

. I know that there are many fearmonger§ who go among you and try to in-
fluence you emobticrally. Some go among the Inpdo-Gyianese and say that I am sacerific—
ing them and wooing and embracing the Afro-Guianese. Others go among the Afro-
Guianese and tell them +hat my Govermment is an Indian Govermment, that becanse of
racial considerations it does overything for the country and little for the City, that
the Indo—Guianese yp tio’lond, real estate and dominate business, and that if they
the Afro~Cuianese do not get togetner, they‘w1ll gsoon lose even their jobs. In tnis
way I am caught in the crcssfire. Needless to say my Government cannot bhe for and
' pgainst Indo-Guianese, for and grainst AfTosGui anese, at the same time. All this
propagands is meant to build up Fears in your minds.

Clearly, the solution to vur ills is net for the many to scramble for the
relatively few jobs amd limited drained and irrigated land; the solution is to
create an expanding economy, to make more jobs and more land available.

Let me divert Lere a moment and tell you of my private conversations with
the late President Kemnnedy and his aides. I told them in November 1961 that our
problems are acuto, that in 1957 when I first entered the Govermment we had inherited
a very heavy burden. You will remember that according to the I.L.0. expert, Mr.
MeGale, we them had an umemployment rate of 18% ard underemployment rate of 9%.
(Incidentially latest figures seem to indicate that there was a drop in the un-
employment figure to ahout 14.5% in 1960). I pointed out to the late President
Kermedy that it was necescary for us to move forward rapidly in the industrial field
if we were to avoid an explosion, I gave two reamgons for this; firstly, that the
unemployment rate was highest in the urben ereas; secondly, the urban people were
mostly Afro-Guianese who wanted industrial jobs., I argued that rapid industrial
development was necessary both for economic and political reasons. .T said further
that we could not rely only on conventional mothods of development; that is, relisnce
meinly on private enterprise, both domestic and foreign. I referred to the recession
in the West and the gluts in the world’s mariets ot the time - to refer to ome item
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alone, the Canadian Mumirmm Ipterests had a few wecks before told me that there
were five million tons of existing and plemned svurplus sluminum cepieity in 1961,
I argued that it was necessary for British Guiana to negotiate for aid and trade
not only with the Western but also with the Eastern countries. My economic argue-
ments were no doubt convinwing because President Kennedy promised to aid, and later,
- after ris interview with the Editor of Izvestias, indicated approval of me and my
Govermment.  Unfortumstel: irrcsponsible people have thwarted my efforts. President
Kemmedy being a politican was subjected to the same hysteria with which my Government
is Taced in thiz countryv. You know that leading persons have gone to Washington and
New York and argued that no U.S. aid should be given to my Governient; that the P.P.P.
was getting money from Hussia, that British Guiane wes going to be a second Cuba and I
another Castro. Facing his second-term elections, President Kennedy no doubt felt that
British Guians wes too hot to handle, This is what some of my advisers and I gathered
in talking to high-placed fmerican officials and advisers who in explaining the reversal
of U.S. attitude apclog:tically said that nothing must be done to prevent President
Kemnedy from winning a second term with a large majority. It is ironic and unfortunate
that the President '-as shot before the caming elections.
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_ I repeat - what we nced in British Guians issn expanding economy. This
means political stabilify and independence but our present disturbed situation as in
1962 and 1963 will no doutt be used as an excuse for postponing independevdence. This
is why in my recent speeches everywhere I went I have emphasised the four cornerstones
for our present needs — racial harmony, national unity, national independence and peace
and progress., 1 pointed out that without racial harmony there can be no national unity
and without national unity there ean be no national independence, and without
.independence there can be no progress,

As I see it, the quickest way to achieve these four objectives is to have o
coalition govermment between the two major parties. I have beenvsaying so since 1953,
I anticipated our present tragedy after the split of the P.P.P. in 1955, In 1956 1
was instrumental in getting established an all-party conlerence under the chairmanship
of the late Dr. J,B. Bingh. I proposed a united fromt government but our then Governor
Sir Pabrick Renison and other reactionary influences opposed this move, They deemed thi
as o commnist trick and said it was evidence of dictetorial tendencies and of an
intention to set up a one-party state. In 1957, when I was in Ghana sttedding the
independence celebrations, T attempted to get West Indian leaders and the Prime
Minister, now President of Ghana, to use taeir good offices to bring whatever influence
they could bear on Mr, Burnham to re—unite the P.P.P. or hring the two factions of the
P.P.P. in a coalition befcre the 1957 elections. But my efforts failed. Avain, just
before the 1961 elections, through the efforts of two Gyianese resident in New York
and the good offices of the Ghana Mission gt the Urited Nations, an attempt was made
t0 bring about a coalition between the P.P.P. and the P.N.C. Idential letters were
written to both parfies. The B.,P,P. agreed, but the P.N.C, declined the offer.
' Unfortunately, at boti the 1957 and 1961 elections, the main Opposition Party felt it
would have won. And heving lost, it became sulky and refused even then to accept my
offer of a coalition. I recite these evenmts not for the purpose of recrimination.
I mexely record them to ghow that our present tragic situation could have been avoided
had the Opposition travelled a different road and acted responsibly like a democratic
opposition or participated with us in the UGovernment.

There is still time, but the hour is late. I know that there are many in
hoth parties who will oppese a coalition rovermment of the P.P.P., and the P.N.C. At
the hottom, emotions today are very charged. As someeone told me last week. it is
difficult to talk about peace and unity to & man whese house has been burnt down; the
‘man whose house has been turnt deowm thinks only about one thing - to burn someone
else's house, But as I said lest week this is a time to think not only with the heart
but with the head. We camnot go from burning to hurniny and from kil¥ing +to killing.

We muist have peace. Unity at the'top level is therefore absolutely essential
vhatever the risks, if unity and peace are to be achieved at the bottom,

I know that meny will be dissatified with this line of approach. Put we
cannot procrastinate. Our situation is too charged. Le me relate my experience at cne
of my meetings. Ledt Sunday, at Muccess, I spoke about the need for racial harmony,
peace and national uaitys. At question time an Afro-Guianese c¢ame up.He was cne of a
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very few of the non-Indo-~Guianese at Success, He asked me to put ip the people

whether they would allow him to stay there. He related the plight of his position

that if he moved his house and went into sn Africen dominated village, he would be
attacked because he was lknown as a P.P.P. supporter. I appealed to the pecple that a
man must not be judged by the colour of his skin. They were satisfied with my appeals.
However, one person got up and asked if I believed in the Law of Moses. I had to ask
him where he thought an-eye-for-sn-eye philosophy will get us at the moment, Of course,
I understood his feelings. He was ffom Wismar.Prior to 1953, he was a leeding P.P.P.
activist. After the suspension of tﬁe Constitution he was hounded and victimised, One
sympathises with the deep emotionsl feelings of such an individual but we cennot allow
the philosophy of an-eye—for-an—eye or might-is-right to prevail.

Coalition hetween the P.P.P, and the P.N.C., I am sure will not be a bed of
roses immedirtely,but will be the shortest road to peace,and, I hope, progress, Some may
question why is it that I have not decided on the ferrstion of e nationsl government
which will include tihe United Force., As I see it, we do not bave mainly a racial problem,
. Race. and fear are meroiy reflections of the deeper hut fundemental struggle of the masses
to . be free from exploitation and to have a place in the sun. The United Force is too
rooted in the preservetion of the colonial stetus quo. The P.P.P. and th¢ P.N.C., on the
other hand, bave professed similar intentions and objectives ~ welfare of the masses,

.. & socialist domestic programme and a non-aligned foreigm policy. A P.P.P./P.N.C. coalitior
will achieve unity of the working class and can work cut ocur own Guianese socialist road

. to peace and progress. Such a government is likely te work tegether with less friction.
The Uhited Force will then bocome a democratic opposition. Issues will then be contested

 between the Government end the 0pp081t10n not on the basis of race but i the basis of

programme and pollcy.

One of our Guirnese intollectuals has posed this problem very well, I refer to
CllVG Y. Thoma# who recently reviewed Dr, Raymond Smith's book 'British Gulana' At the
end of this rev1ew article, Clive Thomas wrote - .

"There are two basic problems facing Guicnese society,

{i) The integration of the various cultural groups in the community
' and this .as to take place larpely by creolization.
{ii) 'The need for a revolutionary change in the structure and values of
craols system itself.,

In relation to these problems the P.N.C. stands for solving. (i) and :then
possmbly‘(11) The P.P.P. stands for the simultaneous solution of both.
This factor explains why despite all the justified reservations about the
left wing content of the P.P.P. the ecomomic basis of its support, ete., it
remaing to the left of all other politidal groups.

When seen from this standpoint, 1953 ia important not only because of the
coalition that the P.P.P. in fact represented then but also because of what
was left out of the 1933 coalition were those elements that would have
solved protlem (i) by way of extensive crcolization and would have refused
to consider {ii) as a problemi: Not unmaturally, the most vocal elements
outside the P.P.P. coalition {1953) were those who favoured the existing
creole system by renson of their ascribed status within this system. This
group was dominated by the upper urban coloured middle claSSeS..cvecesssssens

In relation to the twoe preblems the U.F. stands out quite clearly, The
U.F. are primarily those elements that could not accommodate themselves
to the promise of 'revoluticuary! change in the structure of the crecls
system that still exists in the P.N.C. A coalition of the P.N.C. and the
U.F. is certain to mean a watering down of the ‘revolutionary' content of
the P.N.C. In addition excluding the wide supuort of the Indians it is
certain to fail in any sttempt et a gemuime solution to proklem (i).
Thus this type of coalition in office is the worst promise that exists for
the future.of Guiana.

A coalition of the P.N.C. and P.F.P. in office can ensure the secluticn
of problem {i). It is however likely to have paradexial effects. Within
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the P.P.P. those elements that eccept the need for committment to a
common set of Guianese values ore likely to be strengthened. Whilst
within the P,N.C. those elements that would resist a serious solution
to problem (ii} will be strengthened. This is the ultimate price of
cocalition., This is why it iz indvétably medium—term. It leads to a
solution of preblem (i) and then the coalition is likely to be faced
with the dilemma of what to do next or alternatively, how to approsech
problem (ii), There can be no agreed programme between these two p&rtles
that will go beyond successful integraticn {creolization),."
Forgive me for quoting so extensively.

And now to come back to the P.P.P./P.N.C. coalition. Because of the present
deterloratlon of our society, because of the dangers to the future 6f our country

-everything mist be done to bring this about. I am prepared to bend over backwards,

You may be interested in knowing that when the Ghana Mission was here, T made several _
concessicns including parity to meet the wishes of the Opposition. Recall that at the
United Natfons talks last year, I had opposed the demand for parity in the Council of
Ministers, I did o./because I was seeking to maiftain o pesition of superiority or to
give an additional ministerial post to one of my colleacues, I did so beecause we feared
cbstruction in our programme for social charge, On this seore, our apprehensions are
shared by others besides curselves like Clive Thomas., It must zot be forgotten that
m&ny‘of these who oppesed uwe in 1953 now hold dominant positions in the P.N.C. leader-
ship. d

: We are prepared to concede parity however unjustified the demand may be. I
concede this even though I realise it may be a Grag on our forward march, I am prepared
to do this in the national interest and in the interest of peace. A ®oalition with
parity will probably lead to friction but once an agreed detailed programme is hammered
out at the beginming, there is less likelihood of serious friction, and if there is,
then the issues could be put to the people for national debate snd decision,

It is clear to we now, as it was since 1955, and I am glad to see that this
is now dewning on many others also, that the best way forward is a coalition of the
P,P.Pe and the P.N.C. - : .

I have today written Mr. Burnham, as the Leader of the Opposition, imviting
him to Jo1n me in the Govermment, In this letter, the details have been set down. I
hope that Mr. Burnham, in the national interest, will agrec to mee me to discuss the

four questions. — constitubional, industrial, security and rehabilitation - whick are

today the cause of controversy and are tearing ocur country and people apart. I urge
you to help me in this difficult task of forging this unity which is so vital at this
eritical juncture of our country's history. Let us jointly work together to settle
outstanding differences and bLring lasting peace to our country,
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