My Dear Friends,
You have been ssked to listen to this broadeast. The
reason is becsuse I wished to report to you oh the recent

deveiopmehts in our éountryls ficht for Freedom,

At the London Constitutionel Conference held in 1960,
the issue of Independence was specifically raiseds It was then
conceded by Her Majeaty's Govermment that this Colony was |
entitled to.its Independence. A formula was laid down. This
provided thet if two rejuirements were met, & Conference would
be held to declide the date, These two reyuirements were
(1) that both our Le-islative Houses should pass resolutions ashlng
for Inderendence end (11) that e decision should have been
teken to rrent independence to the West Indies Federation.

Now these two conditions have both been fulfilled,

Mo tions askiny for Independence were passed in both Eur
Houses shortly after we took office., A date, May 3lst 1062, -~
hes been flxed for Independence for the PFederation, I therefbﬁg
attended on Her Majesty's Secretary of State for the Colonies, g
Mr. Re ineld Maudlin:,, in December and ;sked that he ~ive us.
his:undertekin> to ;rant this (olony Independence by the
31st of May next, -

| Mr, Maudling bluntly refused either to neme a

definite date for our Inderendence or to fix a date for a
Conference to discuss the Constitutional chanres necessary
for this step, I must confess thaet I was both surprised end :
an~ered by this attutudes It seemed to me that Her Majesty's
Government was felline in a moral obligation to‘implement.
their 1960 promise especially since the péoe of constitutional
advence has recently been accelerated. Further, at mrismaag
time, Mr, Msudlinm made a Press statement which purported to
deal in principle with the entire issue of Independence for
the Golonial aress.- But in view of his tslits with me in E

london, it seemed that he wes spesking primer!ly to us here in




ik

British Guiana, _
‘ Those of ybu wbo have followed the lonc and weary
histary of my Pertyls firht to free this country from Colonial
rule will understqnd how deeply I was stirred end angered by
these developments, It:seemed as thourh the prize was being
snatched from our rrasp as it came within our reach.

Becauseiof this,'I took'unuéual‘and'farAréaching*
steps to mobilize the country for a bitter ﬁ sat on this besie
1ssue. -We sterted with a ~eneral grpeal to the United Nations,
A preliminary survey carried out for me a few months a0
disclosed the fact that the lar-e majority of the member nations
were prepered to ~ive us their supfort on the 1ssue of our
Freedom, A memorandum circulated to every deleration in the
ﬁnitéd Nations apprised them of the'f:cts and asked for thelr
support., As you are probsbly sll aware the response was
immediete. The Fourth Committee which 1s concerned with
polltical matters wes then discussin~ colonisalism and 1t apreed
to extend its discussion to include British Guiana.

As hi soon??gigme cleer to me that Mr, Msudling was
not prepared to ~ive any definite undertaking on the issue, I
immediately left London for New York to ﬁress our country's case
before the United Nations. Thare I met with warm and hesrtening
support. In a move which was without précedent in the history
of the United Nations, I was VivitsaktoRanoreneRtie Fourth
Committee as & FPetitioner slthourh our territory is not
1ndebendént. This unusual procedure was objected to by
Her Majesty!'s representative on the Fourth Committee, In the
debate which followed on procedure the representative of the
-United States sided with the British in opposition. Nevertheless
a larre majority of the OOmmitteé were In favour of recornising
me as a Petitioner, I was therefore able to sr-ue our country's
cause personally before this most Important 6rranisation; After
my speéch seversl members including the representative of the
United States ‘spoke in support of my demend for “immediate

Independence, A resolution was put forward sponsored by




e 17 countries. It had two main points, Firstly, 1t urped Great

Britaln to re-open neotiations immedistely with us on the
Independence issues 8eccondly, it called for the 17-Nation
Committee of the United Nations which has recently been chearred
with asslsting Colonial territories to sttain Independen;;e,
to look into our situation and report back to the Genersl Assembly,
The General Assembly adjourned just before Christmas for the
holidaeys. It is to reconvene this wéék when our matter is due to
come up sasein,

This, then, is the position in our battle for Preedom
to date. It will be spparent thst what had happened was
tantamount to an open rift between my Goverrment and Fer Majesty's
Colonial Office with en apresl by us to the superior tribunal
of‘the United Nations. I need hardly say how distressed I
was to be forced to take these extreme measures arainst the
'British Goverrment. I have slways had warm re-ard for the
Ex1tish people despite the unhappy history of thelr Government's
dealingcs with me., I am keenly aware of the benefitsv thet have
flowed to this country from the association with Grest Britsin
~end of the further benefits which will accrue to us in the .
future 1f circumstences allow us to fulfill our desime to remain
within the British Commonweslth of Nations, And I have therefore
~reserded the prorressive deterioration of relstions with _
Her Majesty's Government durin: the past few weeks s & most
unfortunate development from all points of view,

I am therefore veiy happy about the announcement
that at the eleventh hour wiser council has prevailed and Her
Majesty's Govermment has asreed thet & conference will be.
called duriny the month of May to decide on the date for
our country's Independence and on the constitutional chan-es
necessafy to implement 1it,

You have all doubtless read the irresponsible
statements now beins peddled in certsin Gusrters to the effect
that the Govermment intends to force upon this country a

Constltution drewn by us. I wish to repeat once more what we
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heve seld several times, Whatever Constitution is event af

adopted by this country will first be subjected to the closqat
serutiny and criticism by all sections of the community. To
this end, we propose to submit the draft const*tntion whiqhuis_.
now being completed by the Attorney General for the considefation
of the public and if there is no objection to a Committes made

ﬁﬁ of a1l members of both Houses. In this Committes, full and
falr opportunity will be riven to members of the Opposition to
chiticize and smend our draft in tha'hope that the final document
which will emer~e for presentation to the Londén Conference in May

may reflect es far as possible the essential recuirements of all,

I take this opportunity to appesl once more to gll of you,
Lesders and Followers, for a united front on this important issue.
- our nation's freedom should be a @ause_above nerty politics., We
stand before the world's gaze now.. Let us try for once to sink °*
the differences of race, cless and colour in a joint effort to
1ift our people from the tphﬂﬁgp of coléﬁialism-to the status of
free men., It will be easy, ell too easy, in the discussions which
sre now prendinz, for men of 1little vision to denirrate this-
country, to mell-m our people and to belittle our peOple'aiability
- in the hope that by these tactics they may delsy Independence and
preserve for a little lonmer the petty rivile-es of an outwern
system, For my part, I -~ive you my asssursnce that so far as is
humenly possible I and my Party will try to the best of our
abllity to concede the reasonable re-uests of thé Opposition rroups

wherever this may be done without harm to our basic principles.

.Let no ocne underestimate the importance of this 1issue,
Not oniy does Independence mean Freedom in the context of the
preseht situation, 1t also means prosperity. We are!now in dire
need of forel-n assistance if we are to oomplete'oub pfeaent
develormental pro-ramme and move on to the far‘freater schemes for
1ndustfiélisation which.we have in hand, I have reeson to believe
-thét when we have ocnce won our Indersndence Wwe Will be able to

borrow substantial sums of money on easy terms and without
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poditicel commitment of any sort., Only thus can we beat back

the spectre of unemployment which is loomingz larpger over us each
week and thereefter ret to grips with the problem of raising

our gtanderd of living,

i To all@f‘you now listenin~, I ssy, seek out your Leaders
of whatever politicel party they may be and demand of them that
they now put first things first; that they jnin with us in this
fisht apalnst the centnries old oppression which haes kept you
poor.

Let us sink our differences and move forward to-ether as

one people, to & new and Just society of dimity end wealth,
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