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OIL
SHORTAGE

OR one reason or 2an-

other—seasonal supply
of copra and coconuts,
break down of mills, harri-
canes etc. causing deliy of
schooners--shortages of edi.
ble oil have hit the public.
Sﬂf'ne merchants profiteer-
e 4 and blackmarketzd 1mpos
ing conditions of sale, etc.

Side—line

[et’s deal first with the short-
aze of the basic raw material
cxconut and copra. Coconut pro-
fucers claim that it 1s unscopomic
(o gﬁ in for coconut cultivation.
They say that unless there is an
i-::r:r::mr in the price of copra,
coconut producrion will go nio
further decline. Others, however,
representing consumer Interests,
point out that the last increases
did not check the decline. They
claim that the reql reason for the
decline is the fact that coconut
rf oduction is only a side line ac-
rivity for the many large scale
;l:mtation owners who presently
do the bulk of coconut produc.

(00,
Improve Production
What 1s to be donss Every

¢Fort should be made to improve
Coconut prﬂduf:tiﬁﬂ. A fruit tree
planting campaign should be
started. Every family should put
ia at least ong coconut trez in his
yard The Sugar Producers’ As-
sociation should agree to one coco
nut tres being planted in each
extra-nuclear housing lot, At th:
seme time we muast quickly fiad &
suitable short term oil crop — YN?
pean, sesame, eiC.~10'r

a second crop with rice,
Under Control

o the meantime, to pro
tect consumers from short.
ages and blackmarketing,
adequate stocks of oil w
always be held in lt-
the ”nmu ol
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are now being takcn to import the
balance of 640 tons of copra Of
equivalent in oil required [>r Ist
half year 1959,

Oil prices will still be
controlled. Wholizsalers
will get as much oil as they
want. In fact, wholesalers
who have been com
plaining about supplies in
times of shortage are be-
ing asked to buy directly
from the 0il Control
Trris is to esiablish their
claims. for the future, just
in case for some accident-
a! unforeseen circumstan.
ces there is again a tem-
porary shortage,

SMALL MILLS v. GENTRAL MILLS
GONIROVENSY
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| erative mills,

1 (4)
~mills from be

RICE milling 1s a no.
problem child in Bnt
Guiana, There are two large
efficient central Goyérn-
ment run mills—one /at
Mahaicony-Abary and ‘the
other at Anna Regina, Both
are losing money,( Hhe

that small mills in zones of |
Cegtral Mill operations
should close down and com-
pensation paid at the rare of
20 cents per bag of rice mill-
{g over a period of 8 years. |
T he mills were to be med A%
storage bcnds for which the
millers would get additional

. b s
reason is:that they dre not PY™Ment

able to attract enough-padi.
At least 250,000:bags which
are regarded @s munimum
through.put et Break even
point are,_rdgeired by each
factory,

I'he millers rejected Cukée’s re
commendations. Sodid the far
mers. I'he farmers once bitten
were twice shy, They are af:

raid of a monopoly even if it’s
a Government monoply What
guarantee 1s there, they say,

that they will alwaysh.ne a

| he large mills cannot get PpPp government.

enodgh wadi  because too

many ®wall mills are dorcted No Compulsion
albover.,, At ope time the
fapmiers particularly on the | do n

ot believe that ¢
'sseqBibo Ceast and Esse- pulsory closure of s;glu
qu:bn Islands were rebelling milis by legislation w il |
agdinst the small mlllers work.

This was ideal for the Central
Mills. Burt bad public rela-
tions drove them back into
‘the arms of the small millers.,

If this lh put thmuth
another compulsion — com
pulsion of farmers to sel
o to the central

However, it is now conced- party to . o Wil ngt be &
small mills - single stage hul- -
ler type —are inefficient, The

time said that over lm

dollnu per year are lost by

these

it will have to be followed
their  padi T
ed on all sides that these pulsion. ML
Millers Association at lﬁm
Lhmillma with

and manub
llc

alread
he Mg
trst tlme has Passe

000 bags
has 325 003 b:‘g‘:ktu Atny

Regina mili b
as against 65,([;)' hzmhg. __

(3] Convert R'D.c.
soon as possible
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Prevent

new addit;

€ing erec
the zone of operatwt?“
the two Central mj. but

permit old single-hyller
mills to modernise tg t?.,,

present capacity with
multi-stage mills, .
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(5) Make more rice |
available by drainage a::d’
irrigation works in the Abary

area and the Esgse |
Islands and Couast. qu:ba

it

Go-operative
Production ang
Marketing

[continued from page 8)
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advantages, but when it
comes to putting them inw
practice it is surprising to
meet sO many obstacles and
difficulties  in persuading
farmers to engage in thi
profitable way of doing
business.

A noted economist ha
said: "Of all the classes of
society, the farmers are the
most easily divided, the
most reluctant to stind
together for their common
defence and the romatlau
of their comm n interest.

“ Nevert halelu mlth 0 ::ttl |
ent agricultural co '
‘. mc‘u as ours and with
ull sufficiently fertile wb‘l-:
ﬂs ours, we should be b€
{‘o ucekall the l::bl?
m. e fora ¥
ult y and prowm“i

uiana,
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