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EMBASSY OF THE REPUBLIC OF GUYANA ]
2490 TRACY PLACE NW.
WASHINGTON, DC. 20008
Tele: (202) 265-68500
Fax: (202 232-1297

August 25, 1994

His Excellency Dr. Cheddi Jagan

‘President of Guyana / ¥v
Office of the President - : i \\
Georgetown, Guyana " ! C)

e

Excellency,

It has been brought to my attention that the V.5, Government
is on the verge of releasing documents on the role of the C.I.A. in
Guyana during the Kennedy Adninistration. This information was
also revealed to me by Mr. Tim Welner, of the Washington Bureau of
the New York Times.

Hr. Weiner, who met with me yesterday, told me that because of
the embarragsing nature of the documents (to the U.S. Government)
efforts are Dbeing made by influential forces in the U.S.
Administration to block their release. However, the U.S8. Committee
of Historians has opposed such moves and is demanding their
publication.

Mr. Weiner is currently working on a story which is related to
the said documents and he wishes to come to Guyana during either
the week beglnnxng September 5 or the week beginning September 12
to interview persons with first hand inforxrmation of the 1962-63
perlod. He has asked for an interview with you, and I have told
him that I would convey his request to you.

I would appreciate if you can let me know, as soon as
possible, when you would be in a position to meet Mr. Weiner, so
that I can inform him of the appointment time even before he
travels to Guyana.

Best wishes.
‘Sincerely,

o St K

Odeen Ishnael
Ambassgador
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A Kennedy-C LA. Plot Returns to Haunt Clinton

Guyana Eplsode
Derails an Envoy

By TIM WEINER ' |
Special to The New York Times TaN

WASHINGTON, Oct. 29 — It was a
small clandestine operation in a lit-
tle South American country three
decades ago. President Kennedy or-
dered the Central Intelligence Agen-
cy to subvert the country’s leader.
The leader fell, and the C.I.A.’s men
quietly left town.

Time passed, and the wheels of
history turned. The cold war ended,
and with its end the fallen leader was
elected President of what is now
independent Guyana. United States;
law says it is time to unseal the | |
secret documents that detail Kenne- j

"dy’s plot against him. {
. But State Department and C.LA.
, officials refuse to release them, say-
‘ing it is not worth the embarrass-
ment. !
| Keeping secrets can cause embar- |
‘rassment too. In June the Clinton
' Administration prepared to send a |
new Ambassador to the little country
{— apparently unaware that the pro-
spective nominee had helped to un-|
dermine the restored leader. |
The events of 30 years ago may be |
filed and forgotten in Washington; |
they are fresh in the memory of
- ‘those who lived through them.

The story begins in 1953, when|
British Guiana, an English-speaking
colony peopled by the descendants of |
slaves and laborers from Africa and |

" India, elected its first native-born'
Prime Minister: Cheddi Jagan, a son
of the colonial plantations, an Ameri-
can-educated dentist and an admirer

. of the works of Karl Marx.

. Four months later, Churchill sus-

. pended British Guiana’s Constitu-
tion and ordered its Government dis-
solved.. Dr. Jagan was too leftist for

. Churchill’s taste, though the people'

of British Guiana liked him.
Dr. Jagan and his wife, the former

Tanat Dncanhavra af Mhinaon urava
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United Press International/Bettman Archive, 1961
was hopeful about the prospect of aid from the
United States, but Kennedy soon ordered a clandes-
tine C.I.A. operation to bring down the leftist leader.

President Kennedy met with Prime Minister Cheddi
Jagan of British Guiana at the White House' in
October 1961. Dr. Jagan left the meeting saying he

pended British Guiana's Consutu-
tion and ordered its Government dis-
solved. Dr. Jagan was too leftist for
Churchill’s taste, though the people
of British Guiana liked him.

Dr. Jagan and his wife, the former
Janet Rosenberg of Chicago, were
freed from jail after the British re-
stored constitutional government,
and he was re-elected in 1957 and
1961.

The latter year saw Kennedy’s
disastrous Bay of Pigs invasion,
aimed at overthrowing Cuba’s lead-
er, Fidel Castro. A newspaper car-_
toon of the day depicted a double-.
barrel shotgun aimed at the United
States. One barrel was labeled
“Cuba,” the other ““British Guiana.”

On' Oct. 25, 1961, Prime Minister
Jagan went to the White House, seek-
ing financial aid and offering assur: .
ances. - :

“ went to see President Kennedy
to seek the help of the United States,
and to seek his support for our inde-
pendence from the British,” he said
in a recent interview. ‘‘He was very
charming and jovial. Now, the Unit-
ed States feared that I would give
Guyana to the Russians. I said if this
is your fear, fear not. We will not
have a Soviet base. I raised the ques-
tion of aid. They did not give a posi-
tive response. The meeting ended on
this note.”

The meeting was recorded by the
historian Arthur M. Schlesinger Jr.
in “A Thousand Days,” his memoir
of the Kennedy White House. ‘‘Jagan
was unguestionably some sort of a
Marxist,”” he wrote, but also “plainly
the most popular leader in British
Guiana,” adding, ‘“The question was
whether hg was recoverable for de-
mocracy.” Another question was
whether he and his nation of 600,000
represented a threat to the United
States.

Kennedy told Dr. Jagan that Unit-
ed States policy toward his country
was clear: ‘‘National independence.
This is the basic thing. As long as you-
do that, we don’t care whether you
are socialist, Capitalist, pragmatist
or whatever. We regard ourselves as
pragmatists.” A joint statement was
issued, committing Dr. Jagan ‘“‘to
uphold the political freedoms” that
were his inheritance.

After Dr. Jagan left Washington,
Kennedy met in secret with his top-

national security officers. A prag-
matic nlan tonlk chane



Associated Press, 1962

Labor agitation in British Guiana led to a fxre that virtually destroyed the center of Georgetown, the capital, in
February 1962. Dr. Jagan says the C.I.A. further undermined him, and he lost his post in elections in 1963.-

. “The wind fanned the flames, and *

Michael Norville for The New York Times
Cheddi Jagan, once British Guia-
na’s Prime Minister, is now inde-
pendent Guyana’s President.

In short order, things started go-

ing badly for British Guiana.
.+ “It was after the meeting with
.Kennedy that the cold war heated up
here,” recalled Janet Jagan, then a
minister in her husband’s Govern-
ment. !

Previously unheard-of radio sta-
tions went on the air in the capital,
Georgetown. The papers printed
false stories about approaching Cu-
ban warships. Civil servants walked
out. The labor unions revolted. Riots
took the lives of more than 100 peo-
ple.

The key was the unions, ‘whose
rebellion crippled the Government
and the economy. And the unions
were taking advice and money from
an interesting assortment of Ameri-
can organizations.

Among them, say the Jagans and
historians familiar with the events,
was the American Institute for Free
Labor Development, headed by a
labor official named William C. Do-
herty Jr.

in Science Times,
he New York Times.

Jork Times

KEEPING UP APPEARANCES

Historians have already sketched
the broad outlines of America’s se-
‘cret and unsavory cold-war policies,
but bureaucrats reflexively refuse to
declassify the details. It may be the
truth, but it is apparently unseemly
for-the -Government to-say so. The
Week in Review. Section 4.

The institute, an international pro-
gram run by the A.F.L.-C.1.O., long
has aided anti-Communist unions
abroad. In the 1950’s and early
1960’s, former United States intelli-

.gence officers say, the C.LA. slipped

money to the institute. The ties be-
tween the agency and the institute
have long since been severed.

The agitation grew throughout
1962 and 1963. ““A fire was set in the
center of town,” Dr. Jagan said.

the center of the city burned. There
are still scars. Then they changed
their tactics. This is where the C.LA.
support came in full. They imposed a
full blockade on shipping and air-
lines. We were helpless. We had no
power.”

The British, at the suggestion of
the Kennedy Administration, de-
layed their colony’s schediiled inde-
pendence and changed ‘its electoral
system in October 1963. Now the
electorate had to vote for parties
instead of people, and a still popular
but politically weakened Dr. Jagan
fell from power. Once he fell, the
British granted independence to the
new republic of Guyana.

For the next 20 years the country

‘was governed by Forbes Burnham

— “as the British described him, an

_ opportunist, racist and demagogue

intent only on personal power,” to
quote from “A Thousand Days.”> He
held power through force and fraud
until his death in 1985.

He ran up a foreign debt of more
than $2 billion, a sum more than five
times Guyana’s gross domestic
product. Interest on that debt now
consumes 80 percent of the country’s
revenue and more than half of its
foreign earnings.

“They made a mistake putting -

Burnham in,” Janet Jagan said.
“The regrettable part is that the
country went backwards.” One of
the better-off countries in the region
30 years ago, Guyana today is
among the poorest. Its principal &

_port is people.

In 1992, in the country’s first free
elections in three decades, Dr. Jagan
was elected President. In June of
this year, unaware of the still-classi-
fied Kennedy-Jagan documents, the
Clinton Administration prepared to
nominate a new Ambassador to Guy-

" ana: William C. Doherty Jr., execu-

‘tive director of the American Insti-
itute for Free Labor Development.

“I was flabbergasted,” President |

;J agan said.-““We let it be known that

‘we were not happy.” His unhappi- -

(ness derailed plans to nominate Mr.
aDoherty, who 'has declined several
i requests for an interview.

. Dr. Jagan said the documents
about the plot against him should be
'published, and he laughed at the idea
that they might anger him or embar-

Georgetown

The New York Times
Documents are said to describe
C.LLA. agitation in Georgetown
during the Kennedy years.

rass the United States.

“Everybody in Guyana knows
what happened,” he said. “I don’t
understand why they should be kept
secret. I'm not going to use these
documents to blackmail the United
States. Maybe President Clinton
doesn’t know our history, but the
people who advise him should at
least know their own history.”

The law demands the declassifica-
tion of Government papers after 30
years, unless they compromise na-
tional security secrets. Dozens of
Kennedy Administration documents
on British -Guiana remain locked
away, and the State Department and
the C.I.A. say they should stay that
way.

Another- volume dealing with Ja-
pan is in limbo, because it details the”
Kennedy Administration’s secret

The story behind a
Premier’s fallis a
secret only in
Washington,

support for Japanese conservatives,
Government officials said. If either
set is blocked, it would a first. No full
ivolume of the State Depariment’s
foreign policy documents has ever
been withheld because of Govern-
ment secrecy. S

( Mr. Schlesinger, whose ‘Thou-
sand Days” offers the best-known
account of the Kennedy-Jagan en-
counter — an account that he now
acknowledges is incomplete — said
the documents should be released, so
| history can be revised.

' “We "misunderstood the whole
struggle down there,” Mr. Schiesin-
| ger said. ‘““He wasn’t a Communist.
| The British thought we were overre-
acting, and indeed we were. The
. C.I.LA. decided this was some great
menace, and they got the bit between

_their teeth. But even if British Guia-
1 na‘had gone Communist, it’s hard to
. see how it would be a threat.””

The full story, he said, proved the

truth of -Oscar Wilde’s witticism:
“The one duty we owe to history is to
rewrite it.”’ s
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Keepmg the Secrets
~‘That Everyone Knows

n,11nuilsnn§=

: > WASHINGTON
!hanao;ansaﬁarlmdmh.hh!-‘.
xennedyhasmﬂnm@szvu-alm
tions: marryred saint, maoic satyr, Mani-
Bl mmmemsunylnsmm-
{7 fromt his Jegacy as A covert operator.
2 Locked away i secret Government archives on the .
- Kenmedy Admirsiration are hair-ratsing tales from the |
. -cold war: bow be waived thogs in Latin America,
© . 'vigged foreign etections, sacker-punched prime padmnis-
-+ ters and potentates. What was the thinking behind his
anmnpnndqme“Paanoc"Duvalmrthedmmrd
- Haiti? What was the depth.of his iwolvement in ai-

tempis 10 kil Fidel Castro? Though the broad outlines -

' Reflexively, bureaucrats hide
. .any seamy details about - -
-+ Kennedy’s foreign policy.

' of these tales are known, the full story is stilf veiled.

: The law places a 30-year seal of secrecy on classi-
: fied Govermment documents. Forr the Kennedy papers,

: nmlmnenup_mnmmtwﬁmu!mexrdnm

secTet IS no JongeT too Selicate to reveal. It has no secret
orders 1o skew history. Bul it does have 2 strong sense
that the past has ihe power to embarrass the United
States — arxl shoakin’t be allowed

But that power 10 embarrass is dehatable. Cheddi
Jagan, now Presidem of Guyana, says he knows per-
fzctly well tha1 President Kennedy cooked up 2 plot that

:'l;nang:ilcnldmes1e

Sowhyﬂmumuwremﬁmymm?mmm
make American foreign policy “shookd ac least know |
their osvn history,™ be s2id i a recest interview. )
But sealed the records are, and they may stay that
way. Hisiorians had high hopes 18 months apgn wben the
Ciinton Administration promised a pew executive order
o Sovermmmenit secrecy. The country would bave the
teast secretive policy since. the bisth of the-modern
mnmalmmapparamsnmznlmtedﬁe -
docirments 25 years old or older would be readily -
mmmmmwhmm

) Mnmghashappwecl'l‘bepuh:ymnmnsam
idea going nowhere It is bogped dowm in endless
squabbles at the CLA, the State Departiment, the
Justice Department smd the National Security Council, -
and was last seen heading for the memory bhole. . -

Coidd war historians are increasiogly looking to the_

aflows dec2assification of papers after 30 years.

Buﬁemsotrdeasugdm!(mdyﬁlsfw
the Foreign Relations sexies is giving the Government
fits. And the struggle may create a new precedent A
comuoittee of histurians with a legal mandate from
Congress is Teviewing the State Department files for
the Foreign Reiations series. The committee repeived
new powers after #s chairman resigoed four years ago,
prolesting the Government's deletion {rom the official’
record of the C.1.4s 1353 coup in fran, which put Shah
Mohammed Rizz Pahlevi in power. Toe histarians have
the power 1o speak out if they ithink Government
secrecy was falsifyang the public record, to ¢all for the
release of crocial documents, and to block publication
of censored official historses that presenl inaccurate
psctures of American policy.

The Xeonedy fites have created two crises for the

overthrewlﬁmas(;uyma'g;lmdu‘un'eedecadesaga‘ historians. A mew volume on Guyana may oot be

-

President John F. Kennedy i the Oval Office in 1961.

0,15 - . s-mwc—'{_”

wmﬂmmwﬁml}&mncemm
the docrments on the piog to emseat Mr. Jagan. Ancther
volume dealing with Japas is in limbo, because it

oonixins records on the Kennedy Adsnigsirauson's se-

cret support for Japanese conservatives.
Mo Distortion, No History

The committee says & will aot publish histories
distoried by secrecy. Undess State Depariment officiais
release the disputed papers, the vohames will be with-
heid from publication, creating an unprecedented emp-
Ly space on the shelves of American dlomatic hestory.
Simiiar stroggies are likely o happen over and over
with the Jobaxson archives, lhe Nixon-archives and on

dowm through the corriders of history, anless a policy
that exTs on the side of pperness is created Bul ocpe
hepeful advocates of the changes Mr. CIinwnpmm:sed

say they have losz their faith. "

ﬂmnsmgranqunmcyhemmmba}of
censars leokimg 1o preserve Presidential images or
deqaaxmdmbeurgmhmnrymm
there 3s 2m 2imost Viciorian sense that ackowledging a
dirty secret i deiaidl is somehow more shameful than
letting oihers ielf the story. So the Government's gears,
long calibrated w conceal classified papers, grindoa in
the clockwork movement of a cokd-war buremkracy |
thal was suppesed 10 have been swept away with the
Berfan Wall and the rest of 1the rubble from Kennedy‘s
“lomg twilight struggle ™
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THE (27 4] pime Mjam‘b
BY YVETTE COLLYMORE

WASHINGTON (IPS) - The United States
While the United States will risks being found
not scare away the culture of guilty of “editing
secrecy in its intelligence com- history,” says John
munity simply by exposing Pike, director of the
skeletons, many agree that military analysis net-
Washington must unveil its work at the Federa-
Cold War secrets involving tion of American Sci-
Guyana and other nations so entists here, refer-
that it can learn from its his- ring to 30-year-old
tory. documents detailing

441404 o.cE DAL
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u.s.
hanky-panky

involvement in
overseas.
“While Joe Stalin may have

edited history, the theory is that
the United States does
not,”
guing
ments should be opened up to
set the records straight.

Pike,
the

said
that

ar-
docu-

Pike spoke to IPS follow-

ing publication of reports last
month that the CIA and the

U.S. State Department remain
opposed to detailing how Presi-

N(% G I(' ¢

dent John F. Kennedy

soiled his hands in
Guyanese politics.
The story of
Guyana took a bi-
zarre turn  in June
when the adminis-
tration of U.S.
President Bill
Clinton made a dip-
lomatic faux pax.

The man they picked
to be Ambassador to
Guyana had report-

edly
overthrow the very gov-
ernment 30
en orders from Kennedy.

are
roost,™

helped the CIA
| years ago

chickens

home to
noted.

Washingtom

“Cold War
coming

Pike
Both the |

Post and' the 'New York
Times
weekend
fierce
declassifying
records., | The

reported Jast
that . there is
oppositiom to

the

documents
t

Kennedy's  di-

detail
rect orders to the
Central Intelligence
Agency to topple
Guyana’s elected Prime
Mimister, Dr Cheddi
Jagan, im the 1960s.
The Times quotes
government officials
familiar with the se-

cret decuments as say-
ing that though many
U.S.

presidents have

The CIA, Guyana and Cold War chickens

(from page one)
Kimball - is agitating for their
release, the documents remain
sealed.

“If the State Department or
the: Clinton Administration
wanted to they could release
the documents tomorrow,” Tom

Blanton, director of the Na- .

tional Security Archive, told
IPSE

But Blanton, whose non-
profit group works to declas-
sify government documents,
said Washington was most
corcerned about what the
CHA calls the ‘slippery slope

syngdrome.’
“If they relax their guard

andlet out data on covert ac-
tiong it will be difficult to with-
hold information on the next
comwert operation,” he said.
‘But reports are that State
Degiartment and CIA officials

saythe documents are not worth

thesgmbarrassment.

the problem  is that

Gujana’s current President,

whigreturned to office in 1992
clesfions after 3@ years in the
¥ doldrums, was the man
in the not-so-secret U.S.

swul’arty (PPP) won a major-
tyz@f parliamentary seats in

gan’s People’s Progres-

the 1953 general elections, and

ust months later, Winston
Chuichill suspended the con-
stitu1ron and dissolved the gov-
ernment. But Jagan was re-
elecxzcd in 1957 and again in
1961, the year before Kcnnedy s
failed Bay, of Pigs invasion,
whigh aimed to depose Cuban

PRESIDENT JAGAN

President Fidel Castro.

Kennedy told a newspa-
pet then that “Mr, Jagan, who
was recently elected Prime
Minister in British Guiana, is
a Mlarxist, but the U.S. doesn’t
object because that choice was
mide by an honest election
which he won.”

| But U.S. labour leaders did

object to Jagan,

In his 1970 book, ‘Ameri-
can Labour and United States
Foreign Policy’ Ronald Radosh
cites the role of the American
Federation of Labour-Congress

of Industrial Organisations,

which co-operated with Wash-
ington to counter leftist move-
ments throughout the world.
“In working to defeat
Cheddi Jagan, the AFL-CIO
leaders revealed that they
were pursuing a path that led
them to espouse a cause to-

tally removed from the inter-

veloped societies into becom-
ing pawns of the anti-commu-
nist féjrces and chiefly- of the

U.S. Central Intelligence
Ageney,” he said.

Jagan himself visited the
Whit¢ House seeking aid on
October 25, 1961. According
to accounts of the visit, Kennedy
reassured him that Washington
was only concerned with na-
tional independence.

“As long as you do that,
we don’t care whether you are
socialist, capitalist, pragmatist,
or whatever,” he reportedly said.

But the classified docu-

ments in the government ar-
chives reportedly detail spe-
cific orders from Kennedy to
depose Jagan.

To add insult to injury, the
Clinton Government was pre-
paring five months ago to
nominate as envoy to Guyana,
William Doherty, the execu-
tive director of the American
Institute for Free Labour De-
velopment (AIFLD) who is

PRESIDENT CLINTON
Jagan’s downfall.

“The only person who
didn’t have the information was
Bil Clinton himself,” said Pike.
“It’s a classic case of the U.S.
government lying to itself.”

Several U.S. officials from
organised labour and the in-
telligence community have
confirmed that the CIA used
Doherty and other labour

accused of helping effect

leaders to instigate a series
of mass strikes in Guyana
from 1962 to 1964 that even-
tually brought down Jagan.

Doherty has denied specific
charges of his role: “I was there
(in Guyana) many times and
had dear friends there, but I
had nothing to do with the CIA,”
he was quoted as saying in
‘Endless Enemies’, a book by
Jonathan Kwitny. -

Guyana’s Ambassador to
Washington, Dr Odeen Ishmael
confirms that no official nomi-
nation has yet been made on a
U.S. envoy.

. And he repeated President
Jagan’s wish that the records
be made public.

Steven Aftergood of the
Federation of American Scien-
tists agrees: “The lesson here
is we need to undertake an ag-
gressive declassification
programme, so we can learn
from our history.”

For its part, the State De-
partment declined to comment
specifically on the Guyana
documents, but cited national
security concerns as a reason
for keeping certain information
classified.

Referring to its documen-
tary series on U.S. foreign
policy, a spokesperson told IPS:

“Declassification decisions at-
tempt to balance the scholarly
integrity of the series with na-
tional security concerns and the
conduct of current diplomacy.”

The Department “reaches
decisions (to declassify) only
after receiving the best pos-
sible advice,” the official said.

But Blanton of the National

IDENT CASTRO

Security Archive says an or-
der by Clinton to make the
documents public would not
change the culture of secrecy
in Washington’s intelligence
community.

“It’s an oil super tanker.
The pilot on the bridge can
turn the wheels, but it’s many
miles before the ship starts
turning.”
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December 5, 1994.

Mr Tim Weiner
Journalist

The New York Times
New York

USA.

Dear Mr Weiner,

] My office has been flooded with cliprinas of your story of
October 30 'Kennedy/CIA Plot returns to haunt Clinton”, and I wigh
to congratulate you on a fine piece of journali=m and to thank vonu
for bringing the fact of the present situation ahout the release of
documents on this subject to light.

It is my hope that the US administration will be persuvaded to
~release the documents in good faith so that the true history of the
events vwhich took place then could be recorded.

I am enclosing for your perusal an extract from my bonk The
Caribbean: Whose Backyard? entitled "Aid with Strings”.

Over this past weekend the PPP has held its 25th Congress and
I have enclosed also a copy of my Opening Speech and the Report of
the PPP Central Committee to the Congress.

With kind regards and best wishes for a Happy Holiday.

Yours sincerely,

Vs o '; e
("%'(/ (A (/.}’ €

Cheddi Jagan
President
Co-operative Republic of Guyana.

Copyright © Nadira Jagan-Brancier 2000
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PEOPLE’S PROGRESSIVE PARTY

CADLE ADDRESS: :
“ppp” FREEDOM HOUSE ,

Dial  72095-6

4]. ROBB STREET, LACYTOWN, GEORGETOWN,
GUYANA, SOUTH AMERICA.

General Secretary — CHEDDI JAGAN

DECEMBER 28, 1994.

The Editor
Guyana Chromicle
Lama Avenue

Bel Air Park
Georgetown.

Dear Editor, |

A Reuter story stated: "Former U.S. Secretary of State Dean {
Rusk, a chief defender of America's involvement in Vietnam under Presidents
John F. Kennedy and Lyndon Johnson, died Tuesday Night at his home here. He
was 85" |

What was not mentioned was his role in the overthrow of the PPP Government
in the early 1960's. That role is now hidden, as the US administration is
refusing to declassify documents of that period.

In his West on Trial, Dr Cheddi Jagan disclosed Rusk's role. He
stated: 'On March 12, 1963, William R. Tyler, Assistant Secretary for European
Affairs, gave evidence before a Sub-Committee of the Committee of Appropriatioms,
House of Representatives. When asked whether the United States government
favoured my continuing as head of the government, he replied: "No, the U.S.
Governmment does not." ... When pressed further that British Guiana would
soon achieve independence under the PPP govermment, Tyler was most revealing.

Mr Tyler: "May I remind you, Mr Congressman, as of now, this country |
is under the control of the parent government."

Mr Cederberg: "But they can let it go any time desired. Is that right?"

Mr Tyler: They can, butiffi may go off the record on this?' 1

No doubt, Tyler was requesting permission to rela5te in private the
the sinister plot at the level of the Presidency and the US State Department.
During Kennedy's visit to London in May 1963 a similar point of view was expressed by
the President's press secretary, Pierre Salinger, on BBC television. And Dean
Rusk, U.S. Secretry of State, was reported by the London Times on June 29, 1963, to
have urged Lord Home, the British Foreign Secretary, to suspend our constitutuon
or hold a referendum on a new system of voting. The Times and the Guardian.
cp,,emtomg pm tje taj;ls om ,au ;063
commenting on the talks in May 1963 between President Kennedy and Prime Minister i
Macmillan, indicated that Guiana was one of the issues discussed by the two
leaders.

i

Pinpointing U.S. interfence inour domestic affairs, even the Tory i



M.P. and Colonial Secretary Iain Macloed said in a debtate omn

British Guiana in June 1964, in the House of Commons: "There is an irony we all re
recognise in the fact of America urging us all over the world towards

colonial freedom except where it approaches their own doorstep. When I

wa:,h]-_ast izl_\me;ica --. I discussed with may people, including President Kennedy

5 1s particular question i i i i i

think tlileir fears q(about DrWI‘IIJ:gl;n‘;e;ng;s eilalllglg%li‘g]i:%d(:n t%]érA%]éIi‘q'.schnI mysell
attitude seems dangerous because in my experience if you put off dndepéndence
because you fear you may get left-wing government, the most likely thing to

happen is that you will get a government even further to the left."

Tain Macleod, who chaired the 1960 Constitutional Conference, knew that f
the denial of independence and the imposition of the electoral system of

proportional representation in October 1963, was a breach of the formula
agreed upon in 1960 for indpendence.

Yours sincerely,

Copyright © Nadira Jagan-Brancier 2000
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